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QUARTERLY MEETING REMINDER
SATURDAY, JUNE 9th, 6:00 PM

BLOOMINGTON,  INDIANA
IU GEOLOGY BUILDING, ROOM 143

(SAME ROOM AS BIG MEETING)

The quarterly meetings are for the elected Board to conduct business and for our members and
other interested persons to have an open forum to talk about cave and karst conservation and
related topics.  Past, present, and future IKC projects are discussed to solicit comments and
input from our members and the caving community as a whole.  The meetings are informal, and
everyone is encouraged to attend and participate.  The IKC Board wants your input.

Preliminary Agenda Items:  Brief recaps of last quarter’s activities;  Buddha Property/Cave
acquisition, Management Plan (interim and long-term), funding (fund-raising, grants, Indiana
Heritage Trust); Bylaw revision proposals; Shaft Pit fence proposal; Sullivan trees and main-
tenance;  DNR abandoned mine gate project; HNF kaolinite mine gatings; Land Acquisition
Committee activities, HNF inventorying project;  HEC membership renewal;  and more....

Meeting directions: The Geology Building is located at 10th and Walnut Grove.  Tenth Street
runs east/west and is one of the major streets that cut across the IU Campus.  Park behind the
building, parking permits are not enforced at night.  Enter the building from the rear at the
west end.  The room is halfway down the hall on the right.

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
09 JUN   =   LEONARD SPRINGS NP WORK PROJECT, Bloomington
09 JUN   =   HANCOCK/WAYNES PROPERTIES WORK DAY, Bloomington
09 JUN   =   IKC QUARTERLY MEETING, Bloomington (see above)
16 JUN   =   HNF FIELD WORK DAY, contact Kriste Lindberg

23/24 JUN   =   DNR ABANDONED MINE GATING, Vermillion County (see page 6)
14 JUL    =   HNF COMMITTEE MEETING/FIELD DAY, contact Kriste Lindberg
18 AUG  =   HNF FIELD WORK DAY, contact Kriste Lindberg
15 SEP   =   HNF FIELD WORK DAY, contact Kriste Lindberg
29 SEP   =   LOST RIVER TOUR, Orleans (contact Bob Armstrong)

16-19 OCT  =   NATIONAL CAVE & KARST MANAGEMENT SYMPOSIUM

For more information on the Indiana Karst Conservancy, visit our web site at http://www.caves.org/conservancy/ikc or write to
our PO box.  Membership to the IKC is open to anyone interested in cave and karst conservation.  Annual dues are $15.  Please
see inside back cover for the membership application form or to make a donation.

The IKC Update, distributed for free, is published quarterly for members and other interested parties.  The purpose of this news-
letter is to keep the membership and caving community informed of IKC activities and other news related to cave/karst conserva-
tion.  Submission of original or reprinted articles for publication is encouraged.

IKC Update (ISSN 1076-3120) copyright © 2001 by the Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc.  Excluding reprinted material and indi-
vidually copyrighted articles and artwork, permission is granted to National Speleological Society affiliated organizations to re-
print material from this publication, with proper credit given to the author/artist and the IKC Update.  Articles do not necessarily
represent the opinions of the Indiana Karst Conservancy, the National Speleological Society, or their respective members.
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT

by Kriste Lindberg

Your Education and Outreach Committee,
consisting of Kriste Lindberg (Chair), Bambi
Dunlap, Don Ingle, Bill Tozer, Bob Vande-
venter, and Kathy Welling has been very
busy over the last several months. We have
many new, recent endeavors to report on.
Read up and enlighten yourself...

Journey Into Amazing Caves -- This IMAX
film is putting us and the Central Indiana
Grotto in the limelight at the Children’s Mu-
seum in Indianapolis, where the feature is
being shown.  On March 6, Keith and Bambi
Dunlap, Bob Vandeventer, and Kriste Lind-
berg attended the world premiere of the show
in Cincinnati, and on March 16, fifty-four
cavers attended the Indianapolis premiere
(some folks also attended the media premier
the night before).  The following day, Bambi
and Kriste did a trial run at the museum to
see how our planning for the event panned
out and so we could relay ideas to the others.
The two set up the IKC display, all sorts of
caving gear, booklets, and handouts to look
at, and a container of Play-Doh to use as a
hook to bring kids in so we can talk with
them about cave and karst education.  It
worked like a charm.  The kids had a great
time making cave formations, bats, etc, out of
the dough.  Their parents enjoyed it as well!
Thanks also to Cindy Horn, Mike Dowden,
Bill Greenwald, Tom Rea, Bill Tozer, Bob
Vandeventer,  Kathy Welling, and Dean
Wiseman for volunteering at least one Satur-
day.  And a special thanks to Don Ingle for
his extraordinary efforts for volunteering at
least once a week during the week.  For more
information on the film, visit their website at
www.amazingcaves.com.

Indiana University’s Bradford Woods -- On
March 15 and 16, Kriste Lindberg presented
a Project Underground workshop and subse-
quent fieldtrip to Leonard Springs Nature
Park for this outdoor education satellite of
IU.  More on the event under Leonard
Springs Nature Park Update (see page 14).

IDNR/Spring Mill State Park in collabora-
tion with the Hoosier National Forest -- Plans
are progressing with cave and karst educa-
tion for both organizations.  As a matter of
fact, it was arranged for the two agencies to
work together with the IKC on efforts where
both organizations geographically overlaps,

mainly in Bedford and Mitchell.  A Lost River
fieldtrip led by Bob Armstrong and a Project
Underground workshop are scheduled for the
near future.  Stay tuned.

IDNR/Wyandotte Woods inservice meeting --
On April 19, Kriste Lindberg had the pleas-
ure of presenting an overview slide show on
the IKC to a group of IDNR employees at
Wyandotte Woods.  The purpose of the meet-
ing was to introduce employees of the IDNR,
state-wide, to services available to them.
Others presenting included The Nature Con-
servancy, EcoLogic, a bee-keeper, and a pre-
sentation on the hay press which will be res-
urrected at the site within the near future.
New contacts were made and past acquaint-
ances were strengthened.

Historic Hoosier Hills - On May 1, Don Ingle
represented the IKC at the HHH educator
workshop held at Muscatatuck National Wil-
dlife Refuge near North Vernon.  Don gave a
presentation on karst, specifically on the
karst region of southeastern Indiana, since
this is where most of the participants were
from.  Groundwater pollution and impacts on
caves and karst where the main focus points.
A presentation by Bat Conservation Interna-
tional was also given.

IDNR/Division of Water -- On May 10, Bruce
Bowman gave a three-hour presentation on
karst conservation at the Nature Center in
Spring Mill State Park.  Roughly 35 em-
ployees of the DNR Division of Water actively
participated in this training session.  Topics
ranged widely; including speleogenesis, dye-
tracing procedures, hydrology in the park,
caving as recreation, cave and mine gating,
and even a discussion of how hazardous it is
to be in a cave during an earthquake (it isn’t).
The karst groundwater model, in particular,
was a big hit.  Special thanks go to Hank
Huffman and Rich Fields for loaning some of
their aerial slides to this presentation.  Bob
Armstrong also attended and did both an
abbreviated Lost River tour and his 3-D slide
show.

Australasian Cave and Karst Management
Association Conference 2001 --  From April 20
to May 6, Kriste Lindberg and Tom Rea at-

...continued on page 16  
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LEONARD SPRINGS NATURE PARK UPDATE

by Kriste Lindberg

This little nature park on Bloomington’s
southwest side continues to grow -- in scope,
numbers of people we reach with cave and
karst conservation messages, and as far as
vegetation is concerned!  This spring, we
have seen the property go from brown to
green.  The redbuds, dogwoods, and wild-
flowers have been magnificent.  Jewelweed
and other native plants continue to do well...
as do the invasives.

Plans are underway to control these un-
welcome plants, including multi-flora rose,
privet, and vinca, to name just a few.  We’re
working diligently with EcoLogic on this
endeavor.  More information will become
available as plans progress.  Lessons learned
here will be applicable to some of the IKC-
owned properties, as well.

We’re also host to a IDNR collection site
of the invasion of gypsy moths to the area.
They are in neighboring states, already.
Actually, I’ve heard news of them being re-
ported in northern Indiana, too. These
moths are quite destructive and we are tak-
ing efforts to stave off this insect pest.

This spring, speaking of invasives, we
have discovered a few new ‘‘user’’ trails on
the property.  These trails are not part of the
official system and create erosion.  They are
not welcome.  Efforts will be made to contain
them, such as cutting them off with brush,
installing fences and trail markers, etc.

The above are all necessary steps that
need to be taken in successful stewardship of
a recovering natural area, as are the follow-
ing more friendly educational accounts...

o   On March 15 and 16, I presented a Pro-
ject Underground workshop to Indiana
University’s Bradford Woods.  It included
an in-class presentation and karst/
groundwater model demonstration and
was followed by a fieldtrip to Leonard
Springs Nature Park.  They loved it!  As a
matter of fact, Anna Gilmore, one of the
attendees, is now working for Blooming-
ton Parks and Recreation and helping us
with cave and karst education at LSNP.
We look forward to more collaborations
with them.

o   On March 23rd, LSNP was home to a col-
laboration between IU students and Fair-
view Elementary School 3rd graders.  The

IU students paired up with the elementa-
ry school students on a walk around park,
which I led. All had a great time.  This
was an important turning point for many
of the youngsters as many had never been
to a park and seemed to be quite enlight-
ened by the experience!

o   On May 10, we hosted IDNR summer in-
terpreters training fieldtrip at the park.
This is the second year in a row for this
event.  That day, about 19 interprets were
present, along with Jeff Cummings,
Spring Mill State Park Naturalist.  An-
mar Mirza did a presentation for them on
caving safety and I did one on cave and
karst conservation and education. They
enjoyed getting a lot out of the presenta-
tions as well as their trip through Shirley
Springs Cave.  We’ll see what next year
holds!

o   On May 19, the park was host to a portion
of EarthFest 2001, a collaboration bet-
ween the City of Bloomington and Monroe
County at the county’s Karst Farm Park.
This year the emphasis was on local geol-
ogy.  Groups were bussed over to LSNP
on regular intervals for tours of the
springs section of the trail while visitors
explored a man-made cave, Bob Arm-
strong and friend staffed a booth which
included information on the Lost River,
our karst/groundwater model and display,
and other organizations presented their
share of earth-friendly contributions at
KFP.  We hope this event was a success in
increasing awareness of the need for envi-
ronmental preservation.

o   The MOU between the city and BIG/IUSC
is underway.  Currently, it is moving
through the city’s legal department.  More
on this as it progresses...

o   I’ve also started a draft of the new LSNP
brochure.  It is currently in color and
features essential information on the
park, including an overview, what to see
and do, tours and educational activities,
what to bring when you visit, directions,
etc.

Stay tuned on the progress of this im-
portant cave and karst conservation park...














