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QUARTERLY MEETING REMINDER
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7th, 10:00 AM

SOUTHPORT,  INDIANA
Home of Nick and Carita Noe, 1195 Priority Place

The quarterly meetings are for the elected Board to conduct business and for our members and
other interested persons to have an open forum to talk about cave and karst conservation and
related topics.  Past, present, and future IKC projects are discussed to solicit comments and
input from our members and the caving community as a whole.  The meetings are informal, and
everyone is encouraged to attend and participate.  The IKC Board wants your input.

Preliminary Agenda Items:  Brief recaps of last quarter’s activities;  Discussion of upcoming pro-
jects, Land Acquisition Committee activities, Potential gating project, Potential funding oppor-
tunity, and more....

Meeting directions: The Noe’s condo is 1/2 block east then 1/2 block south of the intersection of
Shelby Street and Stop 10.  Call or e-mail Nick or Carita (see contact info on page 2) if you need
more specific directions.

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

07 DEC  =   IKC QUARTERLY MEETING (see above)

21 DEC  =   HNF COMMITTEE MEETING/FIELD DAY, contact Steve Lockwood

18 JAN   =   HNF FIELD WORK DAY, contact Steve Lockwood

?? FEB   =   IKC BOARD MEETING (date and location TBD)

?? MAR  =   IKC ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING (date and location TBD)

?? APR   =   UNDER-EARTH DAY AT BUDDHA PROPERTY (date TBD)

?? APR   =   BLANTON PROPERTY CLEAN-UP, Orleans (date TBD)

For more information on the Indiana Karst Conservancy, visit our web site at http://www.caves.org/conservancy/ikc or write to
our PO box.  Membership to the IKC is open to anyone interested in cave and karst conservation.  Annual dues are $15.  Please
see inside back cover for the membership application form or to make a much appreciated donation.

The IKC Update, distributed for free, is published quarterly for members and other interested parties.  The purpose of this news-
letter is to keep the membership and caving community informed of IKC activities and other news related to cave/karst conserva-
tion.  Submission of original or reprinted articles for publication is encouraged.

IKC Update (ISSN 1076-3120) copyright © 2002 by the Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc.  Excluding reprinted material and indi-
vidually copyrighted articles and artwork, permission is granted to National Speleological Society affiliated organizations to re-
print material from this publication, with proper credit given to the author/artist and the IKC Update.  Articles do not necessarily
represent the opinions of the Indiana Karst Conservancy, the National Speleological Society, or their respective members.
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NEWS BRIEFS...

 November 7th was the final day of the formal comment period related to the latest I-69 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.  From all indications, it appears the populous’s choice was
the ‘‘non-preferred’’ I70/US41 alternative.  This route is much cheaper and according to the
DEIS, also much less destructive to the environment compared to any of the five ‘‘preferred’’
route InDOT proposed.  The final decision on the ‘‘best’’ route was to be made by InDOT be-
fore the end of the year, but a critical letter from the EPA and a subsequent letter suggesting
other alternatives is likely to delay the announcement.  Our hats should go off to the Hoosier
Environmental Council and several grassroots organizations for doing an outstanding job of
publicizing the issues while several cavers have worked with landowners in Monroe, Greene,
and Owen counties documenting the many caves and karst features previously missed by
InDOT’s consultants.

 If you are looking for an interesting professional conference on karst, you might mark down
September 6 - 10th, 2003 on your calendar.  These are the dates for the Ninth Multidiscipli-
nary Conference on Sinkholes and the Engineering and Environmental Impact on Karst to be
held in Huntsville, Alabama.  Presentations, field trips, poster sessions, consultant exhibits,
and even a short course on karst are part of the conference.  For more information, go to
www.asce.org/conferences/karst2003/index.cfm

 The land trust movement through out the United States has exploded over the past ten
years.  Indiana is no different with at least twenty-five land-holding conservation organiza-
tions, most working regionally around the state.  Several of the new land trusts have not
made that first ‘‘deal’’, while The Nature Conservancy tops the list by protecting over 19,000
acres.  In total according to the Indiana Land Resource Council, nearly 30,000 acres are eith-
er owned by, or have conservation easements held by private, non-profit conservation organi-
zations.  The IKC currently protects 81 acres.

 Over the past four years, the IKC under contract with the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources and the Hoosier National Forest has installed 23 bat closures on abandoned mines
within Indiana.  This has eliminated potential hazards for humans while providing a more
secure habitat for hibernating bats and other fauna.  It has also provided the IKC with an
environmentally-friendly source of income in excess of $21,000 which can be used for land
acquisition or other conservation related activities.  A big thanks to everyone who has volun-
teered their time and effort to make the gating program a success.

 Last March, the IKC co-sponsored an interactive forum in Austin  on bat gate designs.  The
forum brought forth the current designs and best practices in use today by various gate de-
signers/fabricators.  The proceedings of this forum will eventually be published and distrib-
uted through the NSS. However, the draft version of the proceedings are now available on
the web at www.mcrcc.osmre.gov/Bats/Default.htm, as well as several other bat related top-
ics.  It is an interesting site worth a visit.

 Several IKC members (Jim Adams, Bob Armstrong, Bambi and Keith Dunlap, Tom Rea,
Dick and Sue Vernier, and Bob Vandeventer) have been saving their aluminum cans, along
with cans collected at Cave Capers.  These cans are then turned in for re-cycling.  This year’s
collection netted over 200 pounds worth $53.50 for the IKC.

 In the last IKC Update, it was mentioned how General Motors and Lilly had each donated
$250 to the IKC as part of their ‘‘volunteer recognition programs’’ for employees Keith Dun-
lap and Bruce Bowman, respectively.  Not to be out done, Verizon’s Volunteer Incentive Pro-
gram has donated $500 to the IKC for Bruce Devore’s effort and another $100 for matching
his previous cash donation.  Investigate if your employer has similar programs and of course
volunteer your hours and make you donations.

 Five new members have joined the IKC in the past quarter.  Welcome Adam Manship (406),
Todd Webb (407), Dex Conaway (408), Anthony Hessling (409, and John McInnes (410).  The
IKC membership now stands at 182.





















 


