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of caves and karst features in Indiana and other areas of the world. The Conservancy encourages

research and promotes education related to karst and its proper, environmentally compatible use.
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QUARTERLY MEETING/COOK-OUT REMINDER

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd, 1:00 PM

CLOVERDALE, INDIANA
Property of Tom Rea, 8677 South State Road 243

The quarterly meetings are for the elected Board to conduct business and for our members and
other interested persons to have an open forum to talk about cave and karst conservation and
related topics. Past, present, and future IKC projects are discussed to solicit comments and
input from our members and the caving community as a whole. The meetings are informal, and
everyone is encouraged to attend and participate. The IKC Board wants your input.

Preliminary Agenda Items: Brief recaps of last quarter’s activities; Treasurer’s report; Upcom-
ing activities (Robinson Ladder fall workday, Buckner project, Shaft Pit fence repairs); HNF bio-
ta video progress; Education/Outreach report; Other IKC preserves updates; and more!

Following the business meeting will be the annual pitch-in cookout (starting around 5 PM). This
year it will be a joint activity with the Central Indiana Grotto. The IKC/CIG will provide the
grilled burgers, hot dogs, and brats; condiments; and soft drinks. Please bring a salad or cov-
ered-dish to share. Finishing off the evening’s activities will be the highly competitive dessert
contest (15th annual). Bring an entry or enjoy sampling and selecting the winners. Please
bring lawn chairs, and the family, too. NOTE: Those not wanting to drive home Saturday
night are welcome to stay and camp.

Meeting directions: From I-70, exit onto SR 243 (exit 37). Turn north and go approximately 1/4
mile. Turn into the first driveway (8677) north of the small stream crossing. Proceed up the dri-
veway to the open field on the right. The meeting will be in Tom’s “kennel” building. See map
on page 17.

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

23SEP = IKC QUARTERLY MEETING/COOK-OUT (see above)

23SEP = LOST RIVER TOUR, Orleans

30SEP = HNF/IKC COMMITTEE MEETING, Bedford

30 SEP/1 OCT = BUCKNER WORK WEEKEND, Bloomington (see page 5)
140CT= ROBINSON LADDER PROPERTY WORKDAY, Milltown (see page 7)
21/22 OCT = BUCKNER CAVE WORK WEEKEND, Bloomington (see page 5)
??DEC= IKC QUARTERLY MEETING (date and location TBD)

For more information on the Indiana Karst Conservancy, visit our web site at http://www.caves.org/conservancy/ikc or write to
our PO box. Membership to the IKC is open to anyone interested in cave and karst conservation. Annual dues are $15. Please
see inside back cover for the membership application form or to make a much appreciated donation.

The IKC Update, distributed for free, is published quarterly for members and other interested parties. The purpose of this news-
letter is to keep the membership and caving community informed of IKC activities and other news related to cave/karst conserva-
tion. Submission of original or reprinted articles for publication is encouraged.

IKC Update (ISSN 1076-3120) copyright © 2006 by the Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc. Excluding reprinted material and indi-
vidually copyrighted articles and artwork, permission is granted to National Speleological Society affiliated organizations to re-
print material from this publication, with proper credit given to the author/artist and the IKC Update. Articles do not necessarily
represent the opinions of the Indiana Karst Conservancy, the National Speleological Society, or their respective members.
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NEWS BRIEFS...

U The Buckner Cave Graffiti Removal project is now in full swing (see article on page 6) and
volunteers are still being solicited. Participants have found the project very rewarding as
progress is made deeper into the cave. The next two work weekends are September 30/Oc-
tober 1 and October 21/22. The IKC would like to encourage our members to support this
effort. Start time each day is 9 AM with Saturday being the primary work day (work on
Sunday generally winds down by early afternoon). Camping is available, but please notify
Dave Everton of your intentions. Dave would also appreciate it if you would notify him that
you will be coming so he can plan manpower and food requirements. Dave can be contacted
at DEverton@indiana.edu or 812-824-4380.

U Bob Armstrong and Dee Slater of the Lost River Conservation Association will hold their fin-
al guided auto/hiking tours of the Lost River area on September 23rd. Starting from the east
at its head waters in Washington County, through Orange County to its disappearance near
Orleans, and on to its rise near Orangeville, the tour is something not to be missed. The ori-
entation lecture starts at 7:40 AM at the southeast corner of the square in Orleans and will
depart promptly at 8 AM. Reservations are not required. Tours will go, especially if it rains.
There will be some moderate hiking so sturdy footwear and long pants/sleeves are strongly
recommended. The tour is free, but a small donation is suggested for the optional printed
handouts. This is a must-do tour, if you are interested in Indiana karst. For more informa-
tion, contact Dee at (317) 253-6951.

U One of the last tasks to be accomplished related to the acquisition of the Robinson Ladder
Cave Preserve was a boundary survey. This was completed in July by Jess Gwinn. The
corners were all within a few feet of where we expected them to be with the total acreage
turning out to be 40.40 acres. In order to save money on the survey, IKC volunteers spent
three days (a total of 40 man-hours) cutting sight lines to reduce the field time of the sur-
veyor. Workers included Keith Dunlap, John Benton, Dave Haun, Bob Vandeventer, Jay
Kress, Glenn Lemasters, and Mark Sparks.

U Over the past sixteen years, the Indiana DNR and mnumber of Disturbances

the IKC have been monitoring Coon, Grotto, and

Jim Ray’s caves for winter disturbances in these

critical Myotis sodalis hibernacula. This monitor-

ing is done passively with electronic “speloggers” 50

which are installed near the entrances of the caves 0 0 0
and record the date and time of each human dis- 0 0w o
turbance (triggered by light). The information col- 2 0 0
lected is providing a means to determine the effec- 3 00 om o
tiveness (or ineffectiveness) of our closure methods 1 1 0
in discouraging unauthorized entry. In the fall of oo om 0w
1996 we installed new signage and other deter- 3 9 4
rents. As you can see, since that time there have g 8m 5 0@
been no unauthorized visits into Grotto Cave and - - @ -
only one in Coon Cave. Ray’s Cave has had a few 70 3 g™
more disturbances, but few have been during the 6 1 S
core winter months when the greatest impact 40 8o n/a

1) Excludes one visit for biennial bat census

would occur. This was the eighth year the DNR
used the new speloggers designed/constructed by
IKC member Dick Vernier. The DNR is also moni-
toring several other caves using these speloggers.

2) Excludes one visit approved by USFWS
3) Spelogger failed on day 182 of 227 days
4) Data loss due to improper batteries

U Three new members have joined the IKC in the past quarter. Please welcome Andrew Mehl-
hap (455), Jay Kress (456), and Barry Nichols (457). The IKC membership now stands at 193.
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August 26-27: The areas covered were
pretty much the same ones as the previous
cleanup, although some effort was spent on
removing blast material in the first crawl-
way room location. One crew continued
working in the crawlway 'rooms,” advancing
toward the Tee, while one crew worked at
the Tee, and one crew worked in the actual
Signature Room, which now has one particu-
lar area that shows quite a contrast between
cleaned and dirty, and indicates a hint of
what that room could eventually look like as
removal continues.

Coming Up: Plans are to haul lumber
inside the cave to the Signature Room dur-
ing the next project weekend, in order to
build ladders and scaffolding to reach the
many high places in that area. It is quite
amazing to wonder how vandals even
reached some of the areas they did in order
to leave their mark.

There are exploratory efforts underway to
consider opening a small-diameter hole (less
than human-sized) through the former Do-
mocile Pit entrance to the cave in order to
run the air, power, and phone lines to the
Volcano passage. There isn’t quite enough
large-diameter hose to reach those areas
from the historic entrance. If the lines could
be run in the pit entrance, then certainly
those heavily-damaged areas could be
reached. There is a possibility of using the
Bullseye entrance to the cave near the
Monument Room, but it is hoped to avoid
that if possible.

Additional Comments: Before the project
began, it was a desire of mine to reach the

PAGE 7

SEPTEMBER 2006

Signature Room at the very least, and re-
move all the graffiti possible there, especial-
ly on the 'wall of shame’. I believed that if
the graffiti could be removed from that room
alone, then the entire project will have been
worthwhile, at least to me. We are on our
way to achieving that goal, although we cer-
tainly have a lot of effort remaining in order
to do so. However, bit by bit, we are making
headway. The cave will never be completely
restored to a pre-graffiti state, but the areas
that have been worked on look much better
than before. In addition to removing the
actual paint, blending those areas with the
surrounding rock requires spraying a wider
area, which takes more time than just re-
moving the writing itself. There is a pos-
sibility of applying a light mud spray on cer-
tain areas later on, but that would be con-
fined to limited areas, such as parts of the
Signature Room, and would only be done if
time permits. After all, we are only sup-
posed to have the equipment for one year,
and therefore the project is centered on that
time line. Ifit is later approved for us to
have it longer, we will certainly be able to
utilize it for as long as we have use of it.

Thanks to each and every one of you for
support of this project! I look forward to your
continued support and involvement as you
are able. New volunteers are always wel-
come.

For more information

Dave Everton

812-855-7361 days

812-824-4380 eves

e-mail: deverton@indiana.edu

vine eradication started last spring.

ROBINSON LADDER CAVE PRESERVE WORKDAY - OCT 14th

Summer temperatures have cooled and fall is upon us, so it’s time to have another work-
day at the Robinson Ladder Cave Preserve. The primary task to be completed is the in-
stallation of steel fence posts to better mark the property boundary corners (set with rebar
pins) and to delineate side boundaries that have temporarily been marked with wood
stakes (about two dozen locations). A secondary task will be to continue with the grape-

Work on October 14th will start at 10 AM and will probably wrap up by mid-afternoon.
Camping is available on the property for those wanting to stay Friday or Saturday nights.
A reminder that the cave is closed for the winter in consideration of the bats. For more
information or directions, contact John Benton (see contact info on page 2).
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT
by Kriste Lindberg

As you might imagine, the summer sure
was a busy one for education and outreach!

The season started out with a bang, or
should I say, “whoosh!” Continuing with an
idea we had last year, we actually created a
“cave”. Now, before you get too excited and
think of backhoes and shot rock, the blue-
prints for “Barefoot Cave” are found in the
Project Underground Activity Guide (the
“cave” is actually based on Project WET’s
whale, sans fins) and is made of black land-
scape plastic and packaging tape donated by
Bender Lumber of Bloomington. It’s kept in-
flated and well-ventilated with a powerful
box fan.

The “cave” has become a big success and
is being used by WonderLab in partnership
with Bloomington Parks and Recreation and
the IKC. It made its debut at Binford Ele-
mentary School (see separate article on page
9). Kids love it! It was the hit of the event
and has the effect of gently easing people
into what it’s like to be in a real cave.

Even I wanted to stay in it for awhile and
hibernate -- it’s rather cozy and tends to
bring out the denning instinct. The idea is
catching on as the Hoosier National Forest
has constructed a “cave” of their own for
educational presentations.

Also based on a Project Underground ac-
tivity, “Cave Critter Creations” incorporates
the cavebiota.com video clips into the exist-
ing “Cave Creations” format. It had its first
run at Bloomington Parks and Recreation’s
Twin Lakes Lodge. Basically, one starts out
with an introduction to caves and cave crit-
ters, discusses adaptations to life under-
ground, shows a few of the clips which back-
up the findings, has kids (of all ages!) draw
their own cave critters and discuss them
with the group.

It’s great fun... and a good learning ex-
perience. One of the benefits is that it in-
stills ownership in those that create their
own critters and, hence, helps with conserva-
tion efforts.

Speaking of the cavebiota.com video pro-
ject, it was a big hit at the 2006 NSS Con-
vention! I showed it at both the Conserva-
tion Session and Biology Session, where it
was well-received by viewers. We were also
able to sneak it in under “Coming Attrac-
tions” during the salon awards presentation,

just after the 2007 Convention preview. In-
diana has some great karst features and
critters! We're currently working on filling
out an EPA environmental education grant
so we can do more with the endeavor.

Also at convention this year, I went “na-
tional” and was named Chair of the NSS
Environmental Education Committee,
which, incidentally, comes with the title of
Chair of Project Underground. We’re moving
right along on making progress. Already,
we've met with others to formulate a plan to
work with the development community. In
order to incorporate more of the above into
the existing mix for greater benefit, 'm con-
tinuing on both the Bloomington Environ-
mental Commission’s Planning Committee
and Education and Outreach Committee and
have met with a development engineer to
pick his brain on how to proceed. These new
liaisons should help create win/wins for all
as we disseminate and share information
around the country and perhaps beyond.

To cap off the season, Spring Mill State
Park hosted the first-ever “Gone Caving”
event during the last weekend of August. It
consisted of two, action-packed days of real
and virtual cave education and exploration,
cave rescue demos and discussions, and a
walk of the surface area above a cave.
Although it was a busy back-to-school week-
end for many people, the event was incred-
ibly well-attended, with over 60 people at-
tending the cavebiota.com video clip showing
at the campground amphitheater Saturday
evening. Also, over 20 attended the second
Cave Critter Creations activity the following
day, We are already making plans for the
second annual event next year, including
improvements, and McCormick’s Creek
State Park is also interested in hosting one.
We have dreams that someday it will include
other state parks and perhaps those around
the country.

Upcoming Fall highlights include an Ad-
venture Day with children in the Indianapo-
lis area, a cavebiota.com video project show-
ing at both the National Cave and Karst
Conservancy Forum in West Virginia and
Environmental Education Association of In-
diana, a presentation on karst areas to plant
enthusiasts at the Indiana Native Plant and
Wildflower Society conference, and more

=
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INDIANA KARST CONSERVANCY TREASURY REPORT
Income/Expense Statement
From April 1, 2006 to June 30, 2006
INCOME:
Dues Apportionment and Residuals 600.00
Donations - General 60.00
Donations - RLCP / Land Acquisition Fund 800.00
Spelogger sales (20) 2880.00
Interest 612.55
$4,952.55
EXPENSES:
IKC Update (printing, production, mailing) 292.27
Stewardship/Conservation 99.99
Education / Outreach 82.32
Membership services 15.96
Business (security box rental) 56.00
Property taxes (Sullivan, Wayne, Robinson Ladder) 102.84
SpelLoggers (24) 2075.15
Tranfers to/from restricted funds/other adjustments 1069.84
($3,794.37)
NET OPERATING EXCESS (DEFICIT) THIS PERIOD: $1,158.18
Balance Sheet
June 30, 2006
ASSETS:
Cash in Checking / Saving Accounts / CDs 77509.61
Accounts receivables’ 2880.00
Wayne Cave Preserve (20.00 acres) 75000.00
Robinson Ladder Cave Preserve (40.40 acres) 74000.00
Sullivan Cave Preserve (28.00 acres) 72000.00
Buddha Karst Nature Preserve (36.84 acres) 29000.00
Orangeville Rise Nature Preserve (3.01 acres) 7000.00
Indian Creek Conservation Easement (valued at $1/acre) 13.16
$337,402.77
LIABILITIES & OPERATING EXCESS:
Land Acquisition Restricted Fund 29201.80
Deferred Dues Restricted Fund (190 members) 3255.00
Stewardship Endowment Restricted Fund 24399.14
Previous Operating Excess 22388.65
Net Excess (Deficit) This Period 1158.18
Current Operating Excess (unrestricted funds) 23546.83
Real estate liquidity 257000.00
Total Liabilities & Operating Excess $337,402.77
NOTES:
1) KY Fish & Wildlife SpeLoggers
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IKC SUMMER BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Saturday, June 17, 2006 -- Bloomington, Indiana

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Richard Vernier, President
Bob Sergesketter, Secretary
Keith Dunlap, Treasurer
Dave Haun

Don Ingle

Jerry Lewis

Kriste Lindberg

Nick Noe

Tom Sollman

Bill Tozer (proxy by George Cesnik)
Bob Vandeventer

Sue Vernier

Jamie Winner

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:

Steve Lockwoodd
Bruce Silvers

The meeting was called to order at 6:10 PM in Room
143 of the Geology Building on the IU campus, Pres-
ident Richard Vernier presiding. George Cesnik
was accepted as proxy for Bill Tozer. The minutes
from the previous meeting were approved as pub-
lished in the June 2006 IKC Update.

Recording of E-mail Motions and Results

On April 28, 2006, Dunlap moved to approve a bio-
inventory of Robinson Ladder Cave Preserve by Dr
Jerry Lewis and an examination of bat roost stains
by Bat Conservation International. They want to
begin soon after the end of the bat hibernation clo-
sure which is May 1. The motion was seconded by
Sue Vernier. On May 5, 2006, Richard Vernier de-
clared the motion to have been passed with 12 in
favor and 3 absent.

On May 11, 2006, Dunlap moved that $40,000 be
transferred from the IKC savings account to 30 day
certificates of deposit with staggered maturity
dates. This would allow the money to earn higher
interest while still providing reasonable liquidity.
With the staggered maturity dates we would never
be more than a few days from a CD maturing and
almost all of the money would be available within 30
days. The motion was seconded by Sue Vernier. On
May 19, 2006, Richard Vernier declared the motion
to have been passed with 13 in favor and 2 absent.

On June 8, 2006, Dunlap moved to purchase a tri-
axle load of topsoil and have it dumped at the Sulli-
van property to be used to level some camping sites.
This will be done in conjunction with the driveway
and parking area improvements that will be taking
place the weekend of June 17-18. Dunlap was quot-
ed a price of $200 for a load of topsoil delivered to the
Sullivan property. He has offered to donate the
$200, but altering the camping area requires Board
approval, thus the motion. Sue Vernier seconded the
motion and it passed with 11 in favor and 4 absent.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Dunlap reported total assets of $336,-

881.89. Our land holdings are valued at $257,-
013.16 and we have cash in the various funds total-
ing $79,868.73. A detailed Treasury Report may be
found in the IKC Update.

Dunlap reported that membership stands at 189 of
which 160 are paid up. The members who have not
renewed received reminders in their IKC Update
and Dunlap will follow up on those reminders in a
few weeks.

Dunlap said that the rollover of funds into several
30 day Certificates of Deposit did not occur because
we would have had to accept a lower interest rate
than what we are currently earning. However, after
Dunlap started discussing moving the money to a
different bank, the bank offered a different savings
account that would pay 3.8% if the account was
$50,000 or more. Right now we would have over
$50,000 to put in the account but even if it dips low-
er we'll still earn 3.0%. In comparison, our current
savings account is paying 1.0%. Vandeventer asked
how liquid the new account is. Dunlap said that it
is completely liquid although there may be a fee if
we close the whole account out at once.

Robinson Ladder Cave Acquisition

Dunlap reported that we have received the grants
from the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust and
from the Efroymson Fund. Fund raising for the
Robinson Ladder property is complete and all mem-
bers have been notified that excess donations have
been placed in the Land Acquisition Fund. No one
reported hearing any negative comments about this
action. The only outstanding expense for the Robin-
son Ladder property will be the boundary survey.
At some time in the future we may need to harden
the road with some rock but there are no plans at
this time.

Vernier said that he has not received any report
from John Benton, Robinson Ladder Property Man-
ager, about the status of surface restoration activi-
ties at the property. He said that Allen Pursell of
The Nature Conservancy has indicated that TNC
might be able to assist this year with the vegetation
management aspect of the project but he hasn’t
heard anything in the past few weeks.

Vernier asked if there was any news concerning the
property survey. Dunlap said that Jess Gwinn, the
surveyor who will be doing the work, plans to start
in the next week or two and the job will probably
take a week to complete. He may need some volun-
teer help. Dunlap said that it would be good if the
survey was done before we turn in our closeout re-
port to the Efroymson Fund. The report is due July
30, 2006.

Ingle reported that Dave McGowan was doing some
video work at Robinson Ladder Cave today and Jer-
ry and Salisa Lewis were also doing some work at
the cave today.

=
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Education and Outreach

Lindberg reported that State Senator Vi Simpson of
Bloomington will introduce a bill designating the
Indiana Bat as the official State Bat of Indiana. Noe
said that if the bat bill is introduced, the Hoosier
Environmental Council will support it. He noted
that this is a tough year to get bills through, but
bills that don’t involve money have a better chance.

Lindberg said that just this morning she incorporat-
ed the Cave Biota video into the Project Under-
ground program for the first time.

Ingle reported on upcoming activities with the Girl
Scout caving program which will be starting on June
21.

Lewis announced that he has received funding for a
biology study in Robinson Ladder Cave from the
Division of Nature Preserves. He will be setting
some pitfall traps in the cave and will also be plac-
ing some buckets to collect drip water. He asked
that cave visitors please be careful and don’t disturb
the buckets or traps. Vernier suggested putting
notes on the buckets so that people know why they
are there. Lewis said that work on the study began
today.

A complete Education and Outreach Committee
report can be found in the IKC Update.

1-69/Indiana Bat

Vernier said that he has been contacted by Shannon
Fisk of the Environmental Law and Policy Center in
Chicago in regards to a lawsuit that is being
brought regarding the impact that the new terrain
1-69 extension project may have to the endangered
Indiana Bat. The ELPC is looking for someone to
advocate on behalf of the bat. Vernier said that he
is not a lawyer and he doesn’t understand the exact
nature of how this is to be done. Would we be a
plaintiff or would we be signing an affidavit as indi-
viduals or as an organization saying that we’re con-
cerned about the impact of the highway on the bat
population? The Hoosier Environmental Council
and Citizens for Appropriate Rural Roads are listed
as plaintiffs.

Vernier said that he doesn’t know what our respon-
sibility would be and what our potential liabilities
would be if we were to sign on as either a plaintiff or
as an interested party. The lawsuit is a rather vo-
luminous document and Vernier requested that Mr
Fisk transmit a copy to Nick Noe. Vernier said that
he told Mr Fisk that we would study the lawsuit and
consider it but promised nothing. Mr Fisk will be
contacting Vernier next week. Vernier requested
Noe to summarize the document and give us some
background as far as the HEC is involved with this.

Noe said that this has been a long time coming. He
said that ever since plans were announced for the
new terrain route, the HEC intended to file suit and
the HEC began working with the ELPC, an organi-
zation known to have some very good environmental
attorneys. Noe said that the suit attacks the project
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on two fronts. First, it says that the plan is in viola-
tion of the National Environmental Policy Act. By
choosing the route they have selected, they have
ignored other less impacting routes. The suit chal-
lenges the decision making process in coming to the
route they have picked. The second attack is based
on the Endangered Species Act. Not only is the In-
diana bat being impacted but other species are too.

Noe said that they are looking to the IKC for exper-
tise. We have the people who can say with certainty
where the bats are and what the potential impact
will be on the bats and their habitat and what miti-
gation efforts will be required to avoid impacting the
bats. He said that it is up to us to determine the
level of involvement that the IKC wants. We can
jump in with both feet and be a plaintiff, provide
funding, send knowledgeable people to testify when
the time comes, or we can assume a lesser role in
the background, providing information and possibly
recruiting experts to testify. We have information
that would be difficult if not impossible to get any-
where else and that is why we are being asked to
join in the suit.

Vernier said that he talked to John Moore, a senior
attorney at the ELPC, and asked him what the
down side of joining in a suit could be, specifically
the possibility of a countersuit which we would then
have to defend and risk losing our assets. Mr Moore
said that this suit is against a government entity
and the likelihood of a countersuit is nil, in his opin-
ion. He said, however, that we would probably want
to get our attorney, which we don’t have, involved.

Vernier said that he is concerned that our being a
party to this suit may impact our good relationship
with the state in other areas. Another concern is
that the highway people have done considerable
amounts of work identifying and studying karst
areas and bat habitats and some re-routing of the
corridor, based on those studies, has been done. We
can say that we don’t like the route and give our
reasons why we don’t like it, but we can’t really say
that they haven’t examined the situation. That puts
us in a spot where we need people with credentials
to refute their claims. We have such individuals.
Virgil Brack, John Whitaker, and our own Keith
Dunlap could all be considered expert witnesses, but
to Vernier’s knowledge, they have not been asked to
testify.

Noe asked what our involvement was with the State
Road 37 work that was done south of Bedford a few
years ago? Dunlap said that problems occurred after
the project was well underway because karst issues
were largely ignored in the planning stages. What
came out of that situation was an understanding
that the highway people would work more closely
with the Department of Natural Resources, US Fish
and Wildlife Service, and the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management on future projects. The
role of the TKC on the SR 37 project was to assist the
HEC and Protect Our Woods in their complaint. The
case was handled before an Administrative Law
Judge and was more of a cooperative discussion than
lawyers arguing in a courtroom. The outcome was
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positive and both sides claimed victory.

Dunlap said that with 1-69, there was a lot of antici-
pation that there would be lawsuits so the company
in charge has gone way beyond what they were re-
quired to do as far as the impact to bats. They have
hired contractors who are experts in bat study, one of
whom is Virgil Brack. Dunlap said that there are
lots of opinions as to the amount of damage that
could be caused to both summer and winter bat habi-
tat, but he thinks that they will do whatever mitiga-
tion is needed because they want to build this road.

Someone asked if Bat Conservation International
could be involved. Vernier said that BCI didn’t
come up during his conversation with the ELPC
lawyer. Dunlap said that if BCI were involved it
would probably be in the role of expert witness.
Vernier said that anyway one looks at this, it’s going
to have a major negative impact on karst, but if we
as an organization have nothing to contribute other
than to say that we think it’s a bad idea, we prob-
ably wouldn’t be of much benefit to the HEC. Dun-
lap said that we have a responsibility to be involved,
but we don’t have the expertise to fill the role that
they expect us to fill. We can offer opinions, but we
don’t have the credentials to back up our opinions.

Lewis offered the observation that the Endangered
Species Act doesn’t seem to carry much weight these
days. Haun said that as an organization, we really
don’t have much to offer other than our opinions.
Winner agreed saying that we are more of a grass-
roots organization. He doesn’t think we can sign on
as a plaintiff because we don’t have enough to offer.
Vernier said that we can be an interested party,
possibly signing a statement saying that we are in-
terested in the Indiana bat and that we believe that
the highway will be detrimental to the Indiana bat.
Sollman said that he doesn’t know enough to have
an opinion. As an organization, we have not taken a
position. We need to find out a lot more informa-
tion, but where do we get it?

Vernier said we can talk to the ELPC attorney but
that will be one sided. About all we can do is offer
our opinion that the new terrain 1-69 will have an
impact on the bats. Noe said that the IKC has nev-
er been known as an advocacy organization. We're
more like TNC. We buy property. We would rather
spend money on land than lawsuits but we can’t buy
the 1-69 route so the next best thing we can do is let
them know what we think.

Vernier said that we know that the route through
the karst areas is not the best route and that karst
and bats will be impacted, but for now we can give
our opinion, but that’s about all we can do. We don’t
understand the ramifications of signing on to this
lawsuit. Being an “interested party” could be per-
ceived by some to be the same as being a plaintiff.
Haun moved that the IKC, as an organization, have
nothing to do with this lawsuit. The motion died for
lack of a second.

Dunlap said that we’ve been discussing this issue
for a while with no motion on the floor and when we
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got a motion, it died. It appears that we are not
ready to take a stand either for or against the law-
suit. He said that as an individual, he is willing to
speak to anyone concerning bat hibernacula because
he has knowledge and opinions in that area. Verni-
er said that he wasn’t looking for a motion because
we really don’t know enough about this to say yea or
nay on it. We can say that we are still evaluating
the matter and at that point, the ball is in their
court. They need to convince us to sign on. If we
decide to join in, he thinks that we would need an
attorney because this is a serious matter and we
have no idea of what the downside could be. We
should probably be thinking more about what sort of
mitigation would be best for the bats if the road is
built as planned. Vernier said that at this point,
with no motion on the floor, the action will be that
he will talk to lawyer Fisk of the ELPC when he
calls and will tell him that we are not ready to sign
on as a plaintiff or anything else. He will give him
BCI contact information and Dunlap’s contact in-
formation. Anyone else who has anything to say is
welcome to contribute their knowledge and opinions.

Wayne Cave Preserve

Sollman reported on today’s activities. The drive-
way gravel that was delivered earlier in the week
was spread out and graded. The stump and dirt
piles around the perimeter of the clearing at the top
of the hill were graded down and spread out. A lot
of the logs and sticks were thrown on the big pile in
the center of the clearing to dry out and hopefully
get burned up by campers. Trash was picked up
along the county road and weeds were mowed down.
The driveway is in great shape now. Vernier said
that we should probably inspect the property for
invasive plants sometime.

Buddha Cave Preserve

Cesnik reported that on April 29, 500 trees were
planted on a cloudy and cool day by a good crew of
12-15 volunteers. Some mowing was also done. He
has plans to do some more multiflora rose eradica-
tion and also wants to work on the kiosk.

Sullivan Cave Preserve

Dunlap reported that replacement trees were plant-
ed and weed treatment was done. Mowing was done
once so far this year. There has been no progress on
the outhouse, but there may be some action on that
very soon. Gravel for the driveway and parking
area was delivered. The truckload of topsoil for the
camping area was not delivered. Heavy rain in the
area made it impossible for the truck to dump the
dirt where it was needed so the order was canceled.
The gravel will be graded tomorrow and also a large
tree that fell down will be cut up for firewood.

Vandeventer reported that cave trips continue to be
popular. Starting tomorrow, there will be two locks
on the road gate. The chain will have a key lock and
a combination lock in series so that either one can
be unlocked to open the gate. The cave will continue
to be secured by a key lock only.

Orangeville Rise

Noe reported that the plate on the stone marker is
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no longer loose. Carita Noe said that the car across
the street from the rise with the tree growing
through it is gone. She didn’t know if the tree was
still there.

Indian Creek Conservation Easement
No report.
Bat Conservation International Project

Vernier reported that he and Sue went to the train-
ing session and they now know what a roost stain
looks like. Salisa Lewis was more involved with the
training and she reported that they checked out
thirteen caves and she too has a better understand-
ing of bat roost stains. BCI has tentative plans to
do more work in Indiana but no dates are set. Vern-
ier said that he has had no further conversation
with anyone from BCI. We don’t know what the
outcome of all this is or if any recommendations
about closing caves or modifying entrances will be
forthcoming. After a brief discussion, Vernier said
we’ll just wait and see if we get any feedback from
BCI and if we don’t hear from them in a year or so,
we’ll ask them what’s going on.

Dunlap said that they will have to give a report to
the foundation that sponsored the research and we
should be able to get a copy of that report.

Beck’s Mill

Ingle reported that he did not make it to the latest
meeting. He said that the group is somewhat disor-
ganized. They are in the process of trying to set up
an e-mail data base so that they can get regular
meeting notices out. He said that he provided an e-
mail address but still didn’t get a meeting notice.
They are trying some small scale fund raising. They
are in contact with TNC about trying to increase
their acreage. Plans include putting in interpretive
hiking trails. They have done a lot of work in the
immediate vicinity of the mill such as brush clearing
and the site looks a lot better. Ingle said that he
has made some suggestions such as applying for
grants. They are just getting started and he will
continue to keep in contact with them to see what
develops. Vernier asked if they were doing anything
as far as the caves. Ingle said that they are working
strictly on the mill right now. They need to raise
about $50,000 for emergency maintenance to the
mill just to keep the building together until they
raise the funds to properly rebuild and restore it.

RBNC/Buckner Cave

Vernier said that Dave Everton is requesting that
we provide the Richard Blenz Nature Conservancy
with an IKC membership list in order to notify
members of upcoming RBNC workdays. Dunlap
said that he has concerns about control of our mem-
bership list. He said that about 75% of IKC mem-
bers have provided e-mail addresses and he has
been very conservative about sending out e-mails to
the whole membership, usually limiting it to quar-
terly meeting announcements. He has indicated to
Everton that when he sends e-mails about IKC
business, he would include information concerning
Buckner Cave workdays but he doesn’t want to send
out special e-mails just for RBNC projects. Dunlap
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said that he doesn’t think that Everton has a prob-
lem with that. He just wants the IKC to help prom-
ote the activities of the RBNC because our member-
ship covers a large area with members in every grot-
to in Indiana and many in other states as well.

Winner said that interested people can contact the
RBNC and ask to be included on their e-mail list.
Sollman said that he sees no problem with listing
workday dates in the IKC Update or running arti-
cles about the Buckner project. Dunlap said that
Everton asked if the IKC would want to sponsor a
workday at the RBNC, thinking perhaps that we
could get more people to show up. An IKC workday
at the Buckner project is a possibility although Dun-
lap acknowledged that some on the IKC Board have
mixed feelings about sand blasting.

Vernier said that he’s not sure that they have total-
ly addressed the safety issues surrounding the sand
blasting techniques being used to clean graffiti in
the cave. He’s been told that it’s just sand but the
bags are covered with hazard warning labels. He
said that when he was there, the operators of the
equipment were wearing respirators, but there were
many people who were not. Another concern is that
the blasting media remains in the cave.

Dunlap said that he also has mixed feelings about
the methods used, but on the other hand, they're
doing something positive and we should support
them, but he doesn’t think we can do much beyond
promoting the workdays and helping out as individ-
ual volunteers. Vernier wondered if a Shop Vac
could be used in the cave to get rid of most of the
blasting media. Carita Noe said that silica inhala-
tion can result in very serious illness and she
thought that anyone working around the work site
needed a respirator.

Dunlap said that at the last meeting we had a mo-
tion passed to have the IKC join the RBNC as an
institutional member. They do not have such a
membership category but they gratefully accepted
our $25.00 check anyway.

Vandeventer reported that Anmar Mirza recently
attended a Central Indiana Grotto meeting and
talked about the work going on at Buckner. Dunlap
said that it was an excellent presentation and cov-
ered other aspects of the work of the RBNC in addi-
tion to the sand blasting. Anmar may be willing to
present the program to other grottoes to drum up
interest.

Vernier said that the work going on at Buckner
Cave is definitely positive and while we may have
questions about some of the methods being used, the
interest and involvement that is being generated is
good. Buckner Cave has acquired a terrible reputa-
tion over the years and yet it is a very nice cave. It’s
never going to be what it once was, but it is still a
great recreational cave.

Speloggers

Vernier reported that we have an order from the
Kentucky Department of Natural Resources for
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twenty speloggers. He said that they are being as-
sembled in his basement and hopefully we’ll make a
little money on them.

Items From the Floor

Haun asked if the Evansville Grotto is still planning
to hold a spaghetti supper at the 2007 NSS Conven-
tion and if not, is the IKC interested in doing it?
Sue Vernier said that it looks as though the Evans-
ville Grotto will not be putting on the supper. Dun-
lap said that another possibility would be to have a
local organization put on a dinner of some kind with
the IKC promoting the event and selling tickets and
keeping a dollar per ticket for our work. No action
was taken.

Next Meeting

Vernier said that the next meeting is usually held in
conjunction with the CIG annual camping and cook-
out weekend at Rea’s quarry and that date is Sep-
tember 23. Ingle suggested having the fall meeting
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and traditional cookout at the RBNC in conjunction
with one of their workdays. Vernier thought that
was a good idea but he would rather not try to have
a business meeting and cookout after a day of sand
blasting cave walls or other speleo-drudgery. We
could, however, host a cookout or pot luck at some
other time, possibly in conjunction with a planned
work day. This was discussed briefly, but no action
was taken.

The next meeting will be Saturday, September 23,
2007 at Tom Rea’s place near Cloverdale. The meet-
ing will start at 1:00 PM EDT. Following the meet-
ing, the annual pot luck supper, cookout, and des-
sert contest will be held. This is being held in con-
junction with the annual CIG picnic and camp out.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Bob Sergesketter, Secretary

C

Continued from page 10...

their dinner, and then came the educational
component of the day. I showed a video,
“Living on Karst” and explained in my own
charming, but halting way, about Indiana
karst and why we have it where we have it,
and don’t where we do not. Also what causes
cave formation and all that fun and edifying
stuff. Dave and I had taken our digital cam-
eras into the cave, so we then showed the
pictures taken earlier in the afternoon. It
went over big. Dave then got up and dusted
off the old “ant farm” and demonstrated the
karst ground water model. Watching the
ground water model being demonstrated
almost always amuses me, for some reason.
I make little silent bets with myself before-
hand as to what scenario the presenter will
employ to explain point and/or non-point
source pollution to the audience, whether it
will be a chemical spill, road accident, leak-
ing underground fuel tank, or cattle farm;

whatever it happens to be, depending on how
fertile the imagination is and descriptive the
phrasing of the presenter happens to be.
Sometimes it can be rather funny. Dave
took a safe route and acquitted himself ad-
mirably by saying the culprit was excess fer-
tilizer from an adjacent field. We wrapped
up the presentation and hit the road long
before dark.

I will conclude this article by stating that
if you can find the time, and enjoy sharing
your cave knowledge with others, that if you
see an opportunity for education/outreach,
wherever you happen to be, that you take it.
You don’t have to be good at it, necessarily.
God knows, I’'m not always brilliant at pre-
sentation myself. All you really have to be is
willing to take the time. They nearly always
appreciate the effort. And once you sit down
afterwards, you are always glad that you
did.
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IKC MEETING AND IKC/CIG COOK-OUT
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd

Meeting at 1 PM, Cook-out at 5 PM
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INDIANA KARST CONSERVANCY, PO BOX 2401, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206-2401

I would like to help the IKC protect Indiana’s unique caves and other karst features. Enclosed is:

NAME

for IKC membership dues at $15 per year (dues expire March 31st of each year, please pro-rate @ $1.25/month).
donation to the general IKC fund.

donation restricted to a specific IKC project. Please specify:

I know of an area worthy of protection. Please contact me.

1 would like to volunteer to help. Please contact me.

Make checks payable to the Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc. and mail to the

ADDRESS IKC Treasurer, c/o Indiana Karst Conservancy, PO Box 2401, Indianapolis,

CITY/STATE/ZIP

PHONE #

IN 46206-2401. The IKC is an IRS recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion with membership dues and donations fully tax deductible.







