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Affiliated with the National Speleological Society.

The Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc. is a non-profit organization dedicated to the
conservation and preservation of caves and karst features in Indiana and other
areas of the world. The Conservancy encourages research and promotes education
related to karst and its proper, environmentally compatible use.
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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING REMINDER

SATURDAY, MARCH 16th, 10:00 AM

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
INDIANA WAR MEMORIAL

The annual business meeting is for the explicit purpose of elections. It is also for members and
other interested persons to have an open forum for talking about cave and karst conservation
and related topics. Past, present, and future IKC projects are discussed to solicit comments and
input from our members and the caving community as a whole. The meeting is informal, and
everyone is encouraged to attend and participate.

Preliminary Agenda Items: elections; brief recaps of last quarter’s activities; trespassing on IKC
leased property; Wesley Chapel Gulf homestead maintenance; Gory Hole fence; Shiloh pollution;
Hoosier National Forest cave activities; IDNR activities; Indiana Cave Symposium; Indiana
Earth Day booth; Under Earth Day VII; and much more....

Meeting directions: The War Memorial is located four blocks north of the circle in downtown
Indianapolis. It is bounded by Michigan, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and Meridian streets. Enter
by the north (Michigan) doors. The meeting room is in the northeast corner of the building
(turn left as you enter).

EVENTS CALENDAR

16 MAR = IKC ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING/ELECTIONS, Indianapolis (see above)
17 MAR = WESLEY CHAPEL GULF HOMESTEAD WORKDAY, Orleans (see page 4)
30-31 MAR = GORY HOLE FENCE CONSTRUCTION, Bedford (see page 10)
06 APR = WYANDOTTE RESTORATION PROJECT, Leavenworth (contact Roger Gleitz)
13 APR = LOST RIVER TOUR BY BOB ARMSTRONG, Orleans (see page 6)
20 APR = INDIANA CAVE SYMPOSIUM, Spring Mill State Park (see page 8)
20 APR = INDIANA EARTH DAY CELEBRATION, Indianapolis
21 APR = UNDER-EARTH DAY VIi, Sullivan Cave (see page 8)
04-05 MAY = HNF KARST WORK WEEKEND (see page 5)
11 MAY = LOST RIVER TOUR BY BOB ARMSTRONG, Orleans (see page 6)
11 MAY = HNF WORK DAY, Harden Ridge (see page 5)
7?7 JUN = HANCOCK PROPERTY WORKDAY, Bloomington (same day as meeting)
7?7 JUN = IKC QUARTERLY MEETING, Bloomington (date/location TBD)
31 AUG = COON CAVE RESTORATION TRIP, Bloomington (date tentative)

Membership to the Indiana Karst Conservancy is open to anyone interested in cave and karst conservation. Annual dues are
$15. Please see inside back cover for the membership application form or to make a donation.

The /KC Update, distributed for free, is published quarterly for members and other interested parties. The purpose of this news-
letter is to keep the membership and caving community informed of IKC activities and other news related to cave/karst conserva-
tion. Submission of original or reprinted articles for publication is encouraged.

IKC Update (ISSN 1076-3120) copyright © 1996 by the Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc. Excluding reprinted material and indi-
vidually copyrighted articles and artwork, permission is granted to National Speleclogical Society affiliated organizations to re-

print material from this publication, with proper credit given to the author/artist and the IKC Update. Articles do not necessarily
represent the opinions of the IKC, the National Speleological Society, or their respective members.
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RAMBLINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT...

One of the most satisfying aspects of be-
ing “in charge” of an organization like the
IKC is the knowledge that we are so grass-
roots. By this, I mean that no one in the IKC
has an axe to grind -- no paid staff, no one
lining their pockets. Nothing to gain but
improving the welfare of the karst. It lends
a certain level of integrity and legitimacy
that you just can’t aspire to otherwise. It’s
nice to know that whatever you do, whatever
decisions you make, no one can point at you
and say, “you’re just looking out for number
one.”

The same goes for all the Directors and
members as well. We do this because we
care...no other reason. Well, maybe because
we're fools, too...after all, we do indeed
march in where angels dare not tread, right?

But seriously, volunteerism is very much
a part and parcel of everyday life in the IKC.
And in that spirit, we continue to line up and
promote a host of activities in which our
members can participate. A quick glance at
the Events Calender on page 3 will bring to
light a wide range of activities: workdays at
Wesley Chapel Gulf and Gory Hole, ridge-
walks and mapping projects, Earth Day and
Under-Earth Day...the Indiana Cave Sym-

posium and workdays at the Hancock Prop-
erty...Lost River tours and the Wyandotte
Cave cleanup. Have you ever wondered,
“what can I do to help the karst?” Well, the
document lying in your hands can answer
that question in very short order. [If you do
nothing else...you can come to Earth Day
and help me man the IKC display. Please?
Pretty please?]

One other note...be sure and send in your
vote. Each of you should have received a
mailing in mid-February outlining the can-
didates for the openings we have this year; if
you didn'’t, let one of the officers know im-
mediately. Even better than sending your
vote, come to the Annual Business Meeting
on March 16th at the War Memorial in Indi-
anapolis. This is a great opportunity to
make your voice heard and to meet, select,
and influence those people who will be call-
ing the shots for the next year. Put democ-
racy into practice.

The IKC will gladly take your dues money
and we definitely appreciate the extra dona-
tions...but your participation is what makes
the IKC the organization that it is.

- Bruce Bowman

IKC WORKDAY AT WESLEY CHAPEL GULF HOMESTEAD - MAR 17th

The Indiana Karst Conservancy has volunteered to perform surface maintenance
on the property containing Wesley Chapel Gulf in Orange County. The property is
currently owned by the US Gypsum Company in anticipation of it being transferred
to the Hoosier National Forest as part of a land exchange agreement. The exchange
will not be completed until later this year, and thus maintenance is needed during
the transition period. The IKC has volunteered to assist in keeping the homestead
presentable to discourage vandalism. Tasks to be accomplished on the first work-
day, March 17th, will focus on the removal of downed limbs from several large
trees. The main tools needs are chainsaws. You can take as much firewood as you
can carry off.

For those of you who may not be familiar with Wesley Chapel Gulf, it is one of the
primary karst features associated with the Lost River drainage basin. The Gulf is
basically an eleven acre karst window with a large spring rise at it southern end
and several sinks located around it’s perimeter. Several caves are located on the
property (note: for liability reasons, we do not have permission to enter the caves).
Come and spend the day, have some fun, see the sights, accomplish some work, and
help preserve the homestead. Starting time is 10 AM. For more information and/or
directions, call Bruce Bowman or Keith Dunlap (phone numbers on page 2).

||
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QO Bob Armstrong will once again be conducting his guided tours of the Lost River area, start-
ing from the east at its head waters in Washington County, through Orange County to its
disappearance near Orleans, and on to its rise near Orangeville. The spring dates include
April 13th, May 11th, and June 22nd. The tour will leave the southeast corner of the square
in Orleans at 8 AM sharp on each of those days. The tour is free, but a small donation is
requested for the optional printed handouts. For more information, contact Bob at (317) 926-
4266.

QO While long term disposition of most of the Jefferson Proving Ground (JPG) is still in limbo,
the fate of the 4,300 uncontaminated acres south of the “firing line” has been decided. Ap-
proximately 1,000 acres will be deeded to Jefferson County to be used as a county park. The
remaining land and buildings were sold at auction to a local agribusinessman who plans to
farm some of the land while hopefully finding alternative uses for the remaining industrial
areas. The bid was reportedly between $4 and $5 million. There are new efforts to revive
the 51,000 acre USFWS wildlife refuse plan, but this will not happen unless the US Army
agrees to retain liability for the contaminated areas.

1 Fourteen cavers participated in the CIG/IKC December restoration trip to Wayne’s Cave.
Accomplishments included trash and carbide removal from the crawlway, trash and carbide
removal from Old Wayne’s (including several buried trash dumps which were exhumed), and
photo-documentation of the RPI formation section (see pages 7 and 10). Cavers making the
trip included M.E. Armbruster, Ted Bice, Dave Carothers, Mike Dowden, Dave Haun
(leader), Kevin Howlry, Don Ingle, Tony Jones, Tom Liddle, Kristie Lindberg, Henry McFall,
James Owensby, Julie Volle, and Kurt Volle.

O As was reported in the last IKC Update, several “cave-for-pay” outfitters have been advertis-
ing trips to private caves in the Garrison Chapel area. One of these organizations is the In-
diana Memorial Union Outfitters which advertised trips to Buckner and Small Dull caves.
The IKC sent two letters expressing our concern regarding fees, insurance, and whether the
organization had asked and received permission to visit Small Dull, which is believed closed.
IMU Outfitters clarified that the fee paid was supposedly for equipment rental only. They
also felt that they have adequate insurance, but they never really responded to the trespass-
ing issue.

It may be that IMU Outfitters has decided not to continue with the practice of taking
novices to Small Dull, or perhaps an alternate route to the cave has been arranged with
the landowner. If anyone has more information on this matter, or encounters an IMU
Outfitters trip in the Garrison Chapel area, please inform one of the IKC officers.

O Expanding our influence to the west, the IKC has appointed Richard Orr as the grotto liaison
for the Stygian Grotto in St Louis. Richard is the chairman of the grotto and is very inter-
ested in cave conservation activities. As grotto liaison, his responsibilities will include noti-
fying the grotto members of IKC activities and communicating items of local importance back
to the IKC. The IKC welcomes Richard and the Stygian grotto.

1 The IKC is saddened to report that the owner of Suicide Cave, Thomas McGrain, has passed
away late last year from cancer. The ownership of the property has been transferred to Mr.
McGrain’s children who appear interested in continuing the existing cave management
agreement with the IKC. Please continue to arrange all trips through the cave’s patron,
Ronnie Burns. Mr. McGrain’s support of IKC activities on this property has been very much
appreciated. He will be missed.

O Distributed with this issue, members should have received a copy of our Special Reprint #7,
Some Features of a Small Cavern at Marengo, Crawford County, Indiana by Marion Fidlar.
This 1934 reprint from the Indiana Academy of Science carefully details the observations
made by Fidlar on several trips into Old Town Spring Cave. Part of the cave was recently
purchased by the owners of Marengo Cave and has been gated for it’s protection. The owners
are also using the cave for “adventure” trips, providing educational and conservation experi-
ences along with the recreational aspects typical for these types of excursions.
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THE FOURTH ANNUAL INDIANA CAVE SYMPOSIUM

by Keith Dunlap

The fourth annual Indiana Cave Sympos-
ium will be held at Spring Mill State Park,
Donaldson’s Shelter on Saturday, April 20th.
This year’s event is being co-sponsored by
the Indiana Karst Conservancy and the In-
diana Cave Survey with funds from the 1992
NSS Convention Committee honorarium.
There is a $2 per vehicle entry fee into the
park, but otherwise the symposium is free.

This year’s Symposium will begin at 6 PM
in the shelter. The purpose of the event is to
allow the active caving groups in Indiana to
share their projects with each other and to
promote cooperation among the groups. The
emphasis of each presentation will be on
exploration, surveying, and conservation pro-
jects. It is preferred that the talks be on ac-
tivities within Indiana, but if the caving
group’s most significant project is outside
the state, exceptions will be made. The talks
should be from 15 to 30 minutes in length
with time for questions. There will be a slide

projector and overhead projector available,
but visuals are not required.

Prior to the presentations, starting at
4:30 PM, will be a pitch-in dinner. Hot dogs,
chips, and related condiments will be provid-
ed. It is suggested that everyone bring a
salad, dessert, or drink to share.

Camping for Saturday night will be avail-
able at the Spring Mill campground (camp-
ing fees are the responsibility of those who
camp).

On Sunday the IKC will host their Under
Earth Day cleanup at Sullivan Cave (see the
article below for more information).

For the weekend to be a success, there
needs to be involvement of the active cavers
throughout Indiana and the neighboring
states. It will be a great weekend with the
cookout and Symposium on Saturday and
the Sullivan Cave Cleanup on Sunday.

For more information or to schedule a
talk, contact Dave Black at (812) 951-3886.

UNDER EARTH DAY VII, APRIL 21st

by Keith Dunlap

The Indiana Karst Conservancy will once
again be sponsoring a cleanup in Sullivan
Cave (Lawrence County) to celebrate Earth
Day. This year’s date is Sunday, April 21st,
starting at 10 AM.

For cavers who are not familiar with Sul-
livan Cave, it is Indiana’s third longest, with
over nine miles of passage. The cave is pri-
vately owned, and has seen its share of
abuse over the last thirty years. In 1989, the
Central Indiana Grotto installed a gate on
the entrance at the request of the owner.
Since that time, numerous restoration trips
have been completed, improving the aesthet-
ics of the cave significantly. However, there
is still much to be done and your participa-
tion is needed.

Sullivan is a caver’s cave, offering some-
thing for everyone. If you are a novice caver,
an easy trip to the Mountain Room and back
will wet your appetite for this cave. There is
plenty of wire brushing and mud-washing
that can be done in the Backbreaker area
and beyond. For the experienced caver, you
may wish to venture up or downstream in

Sullivan River (assuming the water is not
too high) removing graffiti and collecting
trash in the lesser traveled area. Haul bags,
plastic bags, wire brushes, and other equip-
ment will be provided, but feel free to bring
your own,

Sullivan is appropriate for beginners and
older children. All that we ask is that eve-
ryone have a helmet, proper footwear,
and adequate light sources. A liability
waiver must also be signed for the owner.

For those coming from the north, we plan
to car pool (parking is limited) from the west
side Bloomington K-Mart (SW quadrant at
SR 37 and 48, specifically directly behind
Bob Evans), leaving at 9:15 AM. There will
be a short safety/orientation meeting at the
cave’s entrance at approximately 10 AM.
Someone will be stationed at the cave’s en-
trance all day, so you may show up later and
still participate. Plans are to be out of the
cave by 4 PM. To obtain further informa-
tion, contact Keith Dunlap (317-242-2505/
882-5420) or Bob Vandeventer (317-888-
4501).
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MAYFIELDS CAVE AND NORTHWEST INDUSTRIAL PARK

by Bruce Bowman

On December 5, the IKC’s attorney and
President met with the attorney and an en-
gineer of the developers of Northwest Indus-
trial Park (Coyne and Smith, respectively).
This industrial park is in the recharge area
of Mayfields Cave, site of a significant bioin-
ventory in the early 1900’s. Previous reports
in the IKC Update have outlined the situa-
tion with the rezoning of the property and
the efforts of the DNR and IKC to obtain
baseline measurements of the cave fauna to
assess the impact of the development.

Although initially tense, the meeting
eventually became very cordial. However,
the developers strongly believe that the de-
velopment has been done assuming “worst-
case” scenarios for the welfare of the karst
from the outset (they had hired EarthTech
as a consultant). Since the zoning variance
went through long ago, it was clear we would
not have a great deal of influence on them.
Mr. Smith seemed very interested in some
inexpensive ideas that were used for holding
ponds in the widening of state road 37. He
took several notes and hopefully implement-
ed them,

The actual plans were shared with the
IKC and are on file. The significant karst is
not being developed on at all, but there was
clearly room for improvement...two sinkholes
had already been paved over. Standard
techniques (i.e., riprap) were used to “stabi-
lize” the sinkholes. Swales have been put in
place to channel heavy rainwater to holding
ponds rather than into sinkholes.

The IKC presented several options which
we felt might be able to help alleviate con-
cerns:

1) We offered to hold a the conservation
easement on the properties being set
aside. The attorney clearly felt this was
out of the question, as they felt no one
would buy a parcel if there was an envi-
ronmental organization watchdogging

them all the time. Mr Coyne felt that the
county ordinances for conservation set-
asides would be adequate for that pur-
pose.

2) We offered to dye-trace the sinkholes,
explaining that we had a scholarly inter-
est in the property that went beyond just
protecting the karst.

3) We asked if we could walk the property
during off-work hours and do a karst in-
ventory, explaining that karst features
are often best found in the winter. They
have very detailed maps with 1-foot con-
tour lines that would have made this very
easy to do...three caves have already
been found on the property.

The IKC also put forth a major concern
over erosion control, stating that this was a
major point of contention with state road 37.
It was interesting how word gets around...
the developers were aware of our activities
with regard to INDOT and assured us that
any grading would be promptly seeded to
avoid a repeat of this situation. Whether
this actually happens remains to be seen.

The attorney said he would consult with
his client and get back with us on points 2
and 3 above. About two weeks later, we
were notified that they did not want anyone
outside of workmen walking the property,
citing liability concerns.

The concerns about this development
remain very real and will continue to be fol-
lowed closely by the IKC. Although stopping
the development was probably never someth-
ing that could have been done with effect, we
must remain alert to new hazards and take
action immediately when warranted. Even
after the development is completed, it could
be several years before all the plots are sold
and built on; and we will need to keep an eye
on these other contractors as well to make
sure they don’t introduce new hazards to the
karst in this area.

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR DUES
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American Caves -- Objects Of Beauty
Become Victims Of Vandalism
The Destruction of our National Treasures

by Peggy Nims and Debbie Foster

The aesthetic value of nature is a difficult
thing to measure. How do you put a price tag
on a mountain or a river? Is a forest worth
more than the base value of the timber? How
many pieces of silver is the world’s greatest
cave worth?

In the eyes of the three young men who
have been indicted for allegedly removing hun-
dreds of pounds of formations from Crystal
Cave, the value of one of the world’s most sig-
nificant caves is apparently about $1.00 per
pound. Yet, to many who know and love this
unique natural cavern, the mineral formations
destroyed in this act of vandalism were price-
less.

Crystal Cave is one of several extensive
cave systems located within the boundaries of
Mammoth Cave National Park. The cave offi-
cially became part of Mammoth Cave when ex-
plorers with the Cave Research Foundation
physically connected the two caves in 1972.
The cave also goes by the earlier names “Great
Crystal Cave” and “Floyd Collins Crystal
Cave.”

Floyd Collins, America’s most renowned
cave explorer, discovered Crystal Cave in 1917
during the height of the “Cave Wars.” This was
a period of intense economic competition when
rival cave operators aggressively vied to attract
the increasing numbers of tourists who ven-
tured to Kentucky for the first time by auto-
mobile.

Collins’ 1925 entrapment and death in Sand
Cave while trying to find a more commercially
accessible entrance to his “Great Crystal Cave”
was one of the most famous human interest
stories between the World Wars. After Collins’
death, Dr. H.B. Thomas purchased Crystal
Cave and was successful in attracting thou-
sands of visitors to see the newly named and,
by then, nationally known “Floyd Collins Crys-
tal Cave.”

To early explorers, Crystal Cave was an ex-
traordinary cave. The cave was profusely deco-
rated with some of the most unusual displays
of rare helictites and gypsum flowers known
anywhere in the world. Early Crystal Cave
travel brochures described crystals “whose bril-
liance rivals the most costly of jewels... dupli-
cates of all the varied flowers of the field and
garden... thousands of them, and no two exact-
ly alike.”

Furthermore, the cave seemed endless!

Many of Crystal Cave’s passages were known
only to Floyd Collins and were, subsequently,
lost when he died. By the 1960’s, however, a
new generation of cave explorers had begun
mapping and exploring this immense laby-
rinth. Today, Crystal Cave is part of Mammoth
Cave, the world’s longest cave system with a
surveyed length of more than 350 miles.

For most of this century, Crystal Cave has
reigned among the great cave systems of the
world. Because of a single incident of vandal-
ism, Crystal Cave, once an object of incompar-
able beauty, has undergone a sad transforma-
tion.

On September 13, 1995, we descended the
narrow, crumbling stairway into Crystal Cave
to take a closer look at the vandalism which
had occurred. We passed the engraved Floyd
Collins discoverer stone, which stood as the
cave’s sentinel, and proceeded through the
original cave gate which stood ajar on its rusty
hinges. We soon arrived at the main gate, a
solid steel enclosure with an opening just large
enough to slip one’s hand through to fit a key
into the padlock. In early spring of 1995, the
alleged vandals had breached this second gate
by digging underneath it. Shamelessly, the al-
leged intruders had spray painted their names
in bold, white letters just to the right of the
cave entrance.

As we entered the cave, we noticed test
sites where pieces of gypsum had been chipped
off to determine the quality of the specimens
and the ease with which they could be re-
moved. Descending into Grand Canyon Ave-
nue, the cave’s impressive entrance canyon, we
saw scuff marks on the cave floor where the
vandals had dragged their loot.

Bearing to the right, we discovered crumbs
of gypsum flowers littering the cave floor. Gyp-
sum crust, some pieces weighing 60 pounds,
had been systematically hacked from a 20 foot
long by 5 foot high section of the wall. These
once glistening formations now lay strewn at
our feet. This trail of destruction continued for
a mile into the cave.

Retracing our steps to Grand Canyon Ave-
nue, we climbed the steep trail to the Helictite
Gallery. This area of the cave had been filled
with helictites that twisted and curled in every
direction. When we arrived at the Gallery, we
were dismayed to discover once spectacular
formations that now resembled lifeless fingers
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and bones Lying scattered on the red Kentucky
clay bank.

The destruction we saw in Crystal Cave
was more than a simple act of vandalism.
Those who were responsible were involved in a
large scale removal of cave formations for
commercial purposes. As testimony to the
demand for cave rocks, nearly six hundred
pounds of the formations taken from Crystal
Cave were recovered from souvenir shops in
the Mammoth Cave area. Obviously, if a mar-
ket for these items did not exist, caves and
their treasures would be less vulnerable.

Instances of Vandalism

Dr. Floyd Scott, a professor at Austin Peay
University in Clarksville, Tennessee, discov-
ered the intrusion into Crystal Cave on June 8,
1995. Indictments issued by a federal grand
jury indicate that the cave had been entered on
six occasions from April 13 to June 8, 1995.

On September 20, 1995, two Munfordville,
Kentucky men, Wendell Leon Reynolds and
Anthony Dale Stinson were arraigned and
charged with the theft of government property
(formations from Crystal Cave). Reynolds,
Stinson and a third man, Anthony Wayne
Hawkins of Radcliff (Kentucky), were charged
with destruction of government property. All
three pled not guilty to the charges.

The trial is scheduled for January 16, 1996,
in the U.S. District Court in Bowling Green,
Kentucky. It is hoped that the publicity sur-

Vickie Carson, Mammoth Cave
National Park public affairs
officer and Debbie Foster,
ACCA associate director view
the damage to gypsum wall in
Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave.
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rounding the trial will help bring public atten-
tion to the problem of cave vandalism and det-
er future incidents of vandalism. Defacing,
breaking or damaging cave formations is a
serious problem and is, in national parks and
many states, a punishable offense.

Unfortunately, vandalism of cave forma-
tions is a common occurrence throughout the
United States. What makes the vandalism of
Crystal Cave unique is the scale of the destruc-
tion. Brad McDougal, one of the investigating
National Park rangers, lamented, “Our child-
ren, grandchildren and no one else will ever
see Crystal Cave the way it was. It’s gone. This
was a case of wholesale mining instead of van-
dalism.”

Ronald Switzer, Superintendent at Mam-
moth Cave National Park, sadly concluded,
“Crystal Cave has been damaged to the extent
that it cannot be used for interpretive purposes
except to show what happens if we destroy our
natural resources.”

But what happened at Crystal Cave is not
all that unique. Almost every significant cave
in America has been impacted by vandalism in
one form or another. The damage has been
done in both commercial and noncommercial
caves. It occurs in both publicly and privately
owned caves. Pristine caves in the United
States are well on their way to becoming an
extinct resource.

Much of the damage is caused by so called
“flashlight cavers.” These are inexperienced
weekend spelunkers who are usually not affili-

photo by Peggy Nims
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ated with organized caving clubs. Typically,
these individuals are poorly educated about
cave conservation and safety practices. They
think nothing of stepping on or breaking for-
mations during their subterranean adventures.
Serious formation vandalism also comes in the
form of souvenir collecting at America’s com-
mercial caves. The millions of people who walk
tour paths come within tantalizing reach of a
variety of cave formations. A guide leading as
many as thirty or more people through a cave
often has a difficult time policing the behavior
of people at the back of the line.

Ed Hay, owner of Crystal Onyx Cave, Ken-
tucky, related one such incident. Tour visitors
recently reported that two people had broken off
cave formations and concealed them in their
backpacks while on a tour of Crystal Onyx Cave.
Unfortunately, the pair disappeared before they
could be detained.

Theremoval of a few formations multiplied by
thousands of such incidents has had a devastat-
ing effect on even the most spectacular of Ameri-
ca’s caves, For example, a monitoring study in
Carlsbad Caverns National Park revealed the
loss of an estimated 18,480 cave formations bet-
ween 1985 and 1993.

Despite extensive losses at Carlsbad, National
Park Service officials have been reluctant to im-
plement management policies to stop visitor
abuse of federally operated caves. Self-guided
tours at Carlsbad Caverns, for instance, have for
years left the cave vulnerable to approximately
six hundred thousand annual visitors.

The problems affecting National Park Service
operated caves underscore the nation’s cave man-
agement problems as a whole. Arguably, if Amer-
ica’s best known national treasures can’t be pro-
tected, what hope is there for the protection of
caves that lie beyond the boundaries of nature
preserves and park lands? Most of the 45,000
known caves in the United States are privately
owned and easily desecrated.

How bad does it get? ACCA’s executive direc-
tor, David Foster, recalled an incident related to
him several years ago by a Texas caver. The
caver had joined several local residents on a trip
into a newly discovered pristine cave. The cave
was coated from wall to wall with fragile calcite
crystals. When they reached thecrystalroom, the
local boys picked up rocks and began shattering
the irreplaceable crystals.

Last year, an article in the Winter/Spring
1994 issue of American Caves Magazine reported
a similar incident at Texas’ Cave Without A
Name. One of the youths who admitted to partic-
ipating in the vandalism explained that he just
“did not think” about what he was destroying.

The problem of cave vandalism involves a
deeply rooted lack of public awareness and re-
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spect for cave environments. Cave vandalismhas
become a national epidemic which threatens to
destroy the most fragile natural geologic features
on Earth.

Preventative Measures

As more and more caves are destroyed by
vandalism, cavers and conservationists are step-
ping up efforts to combat the problem. Some
commercial cave owners have adopted rather
innovative protective measures. At Fantastic
Caverns in Springfield, Missouri, propane pow-
ered jeeps are used to drive visitors through the
cave. From this unique viewpoint, visitors are
allowed to observe fragile formations such as
flowstone and cave pearlsbut are prevented from
trampling them.

High tech equipment, such as motion sensing
devices and infrared cameras, have also been in-
stalled to deter vandalism. Such methods are,
however, expensive and impractical for most
caves. A more common method of reducing dam-
age to formations is by constructing trails and
installing lights in ways that restrict visitor ac-
cess. Limits on the size and number of cave
tours, and, in some cases, the actual closure of
sensitive caves or cave areas have also been em-
ployed.

A major cave protection strategy in the less
populated western regions of the United States
has been a philosophy of secrecy. A few signifi-
cant caves have been kept hidden literally for
decades because of the fear that public knowl-
edge of their location would lead to their destruc-
tion. However, secrecy works only if local looters
and flashlight cavers don’t already know where
the caves are. In these situations, the only effec-
tive management strategy is a good cave gate
backed by a long term management commitment.

Over the past decade, ACCA helped design a
type of bat friendly cave gate which has been
widely used throughout the United States. ACCA
Director Roy Powers has designed more than a
hundred of these gates in significant caves and
in mines which have become bat habitats.

In terms of expense, cave gates are very cost
effective. Their biggest weakness is the tendency
to build them and forget about them. For cave
gates to work, they must be maintained. A cave
gate which has been breached is worse than no
gate at all. A breached cave gate leaves the cave
open and may create a potential hazard if parts
of the gate have been weakened by blasting or
cutting.

Cave gates must be monitored regularly, re-
paired and painted as needed, and replaced
when they become old and too rusty to prevent

continued on page 24
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INDIANA KARST CONSERVANCY TREASURY REPORT
Income Statement
From October 01, 1995 to December 31, 1995
INCOME:
Dues Apportionment and Residuals 577.50
Donations 71.00
Interest 104.55
$753.05
EXPENSES:
IKC Update (Printing/Production/Mailing): 138.09
Membership Correspondence/Expenses 72.36
Misc Correspondence/Info Request/Conservation 154.34
Property Management Expenses 33.75
Other misc expenses (PO Box, HEC meeting) 83.00
Special Reprint #7 67.35
($548.89)
NET OPERATING EXCESS (DEFICIT) THIS PERIOD $204.16
Balance Sheet
December 31, 1995
ASSETS:
Cash in Bank 13071.49
Total Assets $13,071.49
LIABILITIES & OPERATING EXCESS:
1995 National Cave Management Symposium 6866.19
Indiana Cave Syposium Fund 303.82
Hancock Property Maintenance Fund 205.81
DNR Non-Game Fund 270.00
Deferred Dues Fund: 148 members - 1995 25% 555.00
2 members - 1996 100% 30.00
Previous Operating Excess 4636.51
Net Excess (Deficit) This Period 204.16
Current Operating Excess 4840.67
Total Liabilities & Operating Excess $13,071.49
Actual IKC Assets (Total assets minus NCMS & ICSym accounts) :

Participation on this trip was also limited
and preference given to those who had not
seen the area before. Participation this year
represented several grottoes, states and or-
ganizations with the IKC well represented
by many of it’s members present.

As in the past, the management and staff of

Marengo Cave went out of their way to pro-
vide a great weekend for the participants.
They accomplished one of their clean-up ob-
jectives with the help of the cavers. The
cavers did a little work, had fun, and gener-
ally went home feeling good about what was
accomplished.
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BYLAWS OF THE INDIANA KARST CONSERVANCY, INC.

(as amended December 2, 1995)

ARTICLE I: NAME

The name of this not-for-profit corporation is the Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc. (the Conservancy).

ARTICLE II: PURPOSES
The purposes of the Conservancy shall be to carry on programs of:
A) Protection, management, and acquisition of karst features and their environs, with emphasis on Indiana.

B) Scientific study and conservation education of and about karst features and their environs, with emphasis on Indiana.

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP

3.1 CLASSES
There shall be the following Classes of Membership in the Conservancy:
3.1.1 Individual Membership

Individual members are natural persons who have paid membership dues. Individual members shall have the right to
vote for the Executive Board, vote for bylaw changes, hold office provided they meet all requirements as outlined in
Article IV, be appointed to committees, and chair committees.

3.1.2 Organizational Membership

Organizational members are organizations whose principal goals and objectives are consistent with the goals and ob-
jectives of the Conservancy and whose governing organizations wish to support the Conservancy and receive the bene-
fits of membership. Organizational members shall have election-only voting privileges consisting of one vote per or-
ganization.

Members shall have all privileges and benefits of membership which may be established and approved by the Execu-
tive Board. The Executive Board of the Conservancy may establish other classes of membership which may or may
not have voting rights.

3.2 Membership Acceptance

Upon application for individual membership and payment of the appropriate annual dues, the applicant is accepted as a
member of the Conservancy.

Upon application for organizational membership and payment of the appropriate annual dues, the Executive Board shall
decide to accept an applicant for membership.

3.3 Member’s Declaration of Membership

Upon membership acceptance, an individual or organization may declare itself a member of the Conservancy, subject to
annual renewal through payment of dues. Organizational members may designate themselves “a member of” or “affiliat-
ed with” the Indiana Karst Conservancy.

3.4 Revocation of Membership

Individual or organizational membership in the Conservancy may be revoked by the Executive Board by a 2/3 positive
vote. Prior notification of the pending vote will be given to the member in question. Grounds for revocation of member-
ship shall include evidence of action(s) by the member which are inconsistent with and in conflict with the purposes of the
Conservancy.

ARTICLE I'V: MANAGEMENT OF THE CONSERVANCY

4.1 Executive Board

4.1.1 Numbers

The Management of the Conservancy shall consist of an Executive Board composed of: a President, a Secretary, a
Treasurer, and not less than four (4) nor more than twelve (12) Directors. The actual size of the Board, within the
limits just described, shall be ten (10) percent (rounding any fraction up) of the total voting membership on the day of
the Annual Business meeting.



IKC UPDATE No. 40 PAGE 17 MARCH 1996

Each Executive Board member shall be a member of the National Speleological Society, or agree to become a member
upon being elected.

4.1.2 Terms of Office
4.1.2.1 Officers

The three (3) Officers (President, Secretary, and Treasurer) will be elected annually for one year terms.

4.1.2.2 Directors

Directors will be elected for two year terms, except as required to comply with the following election rule: No more
than one half (1/2), or a fraction thereof, of the total number of Directors may be elected to two (2) year terms in
any given annual election. Additional Director positions, if any, shall be elected for one year terms. This election
rule will provide for two approximately equal contingents of Directors.

4.2 Responsibilities

The Executive Board shall determine the policies of the Conservancy, set annual membership dues, attend meetings, and
authorize acquisition and disposal of properties and leases.

4.3 Executive Board Meetings
4.3.1 Schedule and Frequency

The Board shall meet publicly no less than quarterly with the first such meeting designated as the Annual Business
Meeting. The date of the next quarterly business meeting shall be set by the Executive Board before the adjournment
of each meeting. Meeting dates shall be published in the minutes of the meeting at which they were set and shall be
mailed to all Executive Board members.

Except for meetings of the Executive Board specially called for the purpose of amending the Bylaws, notice of which
must be given in writing thirty (30) days in advance, additional meetings of the Executive Board may be held at any
time.

4.3.2 Quorum

A quorum of the Executive Board shall be necessary to conduct the formal business of the Conservancy and to adopt
policies and positions. Two-thirds of the Executive Board shall constitute a quorum.

4.3.3 Proxies

When a Board Member can not attend a meeting, a proxy can be appointed by the Board Member to attend the meet-
ing and vote in his/her absence. In order to appoint a proxy, the Board Member must notify the President prior to the
meeting or send a signed letter with the proxy to the meeting. The proxy must be a Conservancy member. A Board
Member or proxy can not represent more than one vote.

4.3.4 Telephone Votes

The President may determine that a decision of the Executive Board is required prior to the next scheduled Board
meeting and therefore may institute a telephone poll of the Executive Board. An attempt shall be made to contact all
Board members for their vote. Two-thirds of the Executive Board must approve the measure before it may be consid-
ered a positive vote by the Board. A vote taken in this manner shall be recorded in the minutes of the next Executive

Board meeting.
4.4 Establishment of Committees

The Board has the authority to create and dissolve standing committees and/or ad hoc committees and to determine the
organizational structure of each. The President has the authority to create and dissolve ad hoc committees.

ARTICLE V: OFFICERS’ RESPONSIBILITIES
The Officers shall have the usual powers of Officers in the administration of the affairs of the Conservancy.
5.1 President.

The President’s duties shall consist of the following:

1) Serve as the Chief Executive Officer.

2) Serve as Chair of the Executive Board.

3) Represent the Conservancy and act as the spokesperson in public affairs, on the councils of scientific organiza-
tions, and in business affairs.

4) Coordinate the explorations, scientific research, educational efforts, and land management responsibilities of the
Conservancy.

5) Serve as an ex officio member of any special advisory committees that may be established by the Executive Board.
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5.2 Secretary.
The Secretary’s duties shall include the following:

1) Assist the President in carrying out his/her duties.

2) Give notice of the Annual Business Meeting, other public meetings, meetings of the Board, and other specially
called meetings of the Conservancy.

3) Maintain the office of the Conservancy and handle its correspondence.

4) Prepare records and reports required of the Conservancy.

5) Record and distribute the minutes of all meetings of the Executive Board.

6) Serve as Membership Committee Chair.

7) Distribute ballots in accordance with Election Rules.

5.3 Treasurer.
The Treasurer’s duties shall include the following:

1) Record, and maintain the receipts of the Conservancy and disburse monies for expenditures in accordance with
the policies adopted by the Board.

2) Maintain adequate books and records showing disbursements and income, and issue quarterly financial state-
ments.

3) Assist the Secretary in completing reports required of the Conservancy.

5.4 Succession of Officers.

In the event of the temporary absence, ill health, or incapacity of the President, the Secretary, and in his/her temporary
absence or incapacity, the Treasurer shall carry out the duties of the President.

ARTICLE VI: ELECTIONS

Election to the Executive Board shall be by ballot. The Executive Board shall select a preliminary list of candidates and a bal-
lot shall be distributed at least thirty (30) days in advance of the Annual Business Meeting. No nominee’s name may be in-
cluded on the ballot without his/her express acceptance of nomination to a specific position on the Board. Final nominations
and election of Executive Board members shall be the first order of business of the Annual Business Meeting. The newly
elected Board will be seated immediately upon completion of the election. Individual members must register (sign in) prior to
the start of balloting. Members wishing to vote by absentee ballot must return the ballot to the designated Teller prior to the
meeting. Organizational members must present written documentation of their authority to vote on behalf of the organiza-
tion they represent.

Each position shall be filled individually (one ballot per office). Individuals elected shall be determined by the candidate re-
ceiving the most votes and will proceed as follows: President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Directors. All Board vacancies will
be filled on a single ballot with those individuals receiving the most votes being seated, up to the number of Board vacancies.
Absentee ballots shall be valid for the first vote only.

6.1 Election Tie
In the event of a tie the following rules shall apply:

In the election of an Officer, when first place candidates tie, a second vote shall be taken; however, only those candi-
dates who tied on the initial ballot will be eligible to receive votes on the second ballot.

In the election of Directors, a tie within the group receiving the most votes shall be discounted except in the event of
the tie occurring for the final position(s) to be filled or for the determination of two year and one year terms (per
4.1.2.2). A second vote shall be taken with only those candidates who tied on the initial ballot eligible to receive
votes for the remaining position(s).

6.2 Absentee Ballots

To insure the integrity of the secret ballot process, absentee ballots shall be assigned a numeric identification code at ran-
dom prior to distribution through the mail. The Secretary or his/her designee shall maintain a confidential record of this
code. At the Annual Business Meeting the designated Teller will advise the Secretary or designee of the code numbers of
the absentee ballots received for inclusion in the voting process. The Secretary or designee shall then compare the regis-
tration (sign in) list with the absentee ballot codes. Any absentee ballot(s) received from individual(s) in attendance at the
meeting will be disallowed. The Secretary or designee shall notify the Teller of any ballot(s) to be disallowed by code
number. The Teller shall not be made aware of the identity of the member(s) by code number, nor will the Secretary have
reason to see or learn of the individual votes cast by the Teller.

ARTICLE VII: REPLACEMENT OF EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

Should an Officer or Director fail to satisfactorily perform his/her duty, the Board may declare the position vacant by a two-
thirds favorable vote. Missing more than two consecutive meetings will be considered grounds for removal.
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Should a vacancy occur on the Board, the remaining Board members shall appoint a replacement to fill said vacancy. The
person so appointed shall serve only until the next Annual Business Meeting.

ARTICLE VIIE ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETINGS

The Conservancy shall hold an Annual Business Meeting each March, notice of which shall be given in writing to the mem-
bership at least thirty days (30) in advance. The purposes of the meeting shall be to 1) elect the Officers and Directors, 2)
review matters of policy and finance, and 3) update members on the business of the Conservancy.

ARTICLE IX: AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS

Amendments to these Bylaws may be proposed by a member of the Executive Board or by petition of the lessor of twenty-five
(25) members of the Conservancy or one-fifth of the total membership.

These Bylaws may be amended by a 2/3 favorable vote of the individual members in attendance of a meeting where proper
notification has been given to the membership as outlined in section 4.3.1.

ARTICLE X: NON PROFIT STATUS; POWERS AND LIMITATIONS
10.1 Authority

The Conservancy is a non-profit corporation. Except as otherwise limited by the provisions of the Articles of Incorpora-
tion, the Conservancy shall have all the general rights and privileges and powers that my be conferred upon organizations
under the Indiana Not-For-Profit Corporation Act of 1971.

10.2 Payments

No part of the net earnings of the Conservancy shall accrue to the benefit of or be distributed to its members, Officers and
Directors, or any other private person, except that the Conservancy shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable
compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes of this organi-.
zation as set forth in the Articles of Incorporation granted by the State of Indiana.

10.3 Prohibition on Influencing Legislation

No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be to carry on propaganda, or otherwise to attempt to in-
fluence legislation and the Conservancy shall not participate in or intervene in (including the publishing of statements)
any political statements on behalf of any candidate for public office.

10.4 Restrictions to Preserve Not-For-Profit Status

Notwithstanding any other provisions of these Bylaws, the Conservancy shall not carry on any other activities that are
not permitted:

A) by a corporation exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the
corresponding provision of any future Internal Revenue Code), or

B) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954
(or the corresponding provision of any future Internal Revenue Code).

10.5 Member Liability

No individual or participant in a group visiting a cave or property owned or managed by the Conservancy may be expected
or required to pay any fees or costs in excess of the actual shared trip expenses. Groups requesting permission to visit
Conservancy properties must agree in writing to this policy. Violation of this policy will be sufficient reason for denying
any group permission to visit said properties.

ARTICLE XI: DISSOLUTION

In order to dissolve the Conservancy it shall be necessary to receive the unanimous vote of the membership or their written
proxies attending the Annual Business Meeting or a meeting specially called for the purpose, notice of which shall be in writ-
ing at least thirty (30) days in advance of such meeting.

Upon dissolution, the assets of the Conservancy remaining after payment of just debts or debts ordered paid by law, are to be
turned over to the town, city, or county, respectively, where the particular assets are located, provided said unit is willing to
accept same and carry on the purposes of this Conservancy for said assets; otherwise to some similar non-profit organization
whose intents and purposes encompass those of this Conservancy such as the National Speleological Society or The Nature
Conservancy, providing said organization is willing to accept same and carry on the purposes of this Conservancy for said as-
sets; otherwise, said assets are to be turned over to the State of Indiana. It shall be the duty of the President upon dissolution
to make arrangements for the transfer of assets. Under all circumstances, the transfer of assets must be consistent with Arti-
cle IX of the Articles of Incorporation.
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IKC QUARTERLY MEETING MINUTES
Saturday, December 2, 1995
Bloomington, Indiana

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Joshua Abdulla James Adams
Bruce Bowman Bruce DeVore
Keith Dunlap Hank Huffman
Larry Mullins Tom Rea
Eric Schmidt Tom Sollman
Bill Tozer

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
Larry Bundy Dave Haun

Bob Sergesketter Betty Watson

. The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by
IKC President, Bruce Bowman at the IU Geol-
ogy Building in Bloomington, Indiana. Intro-
ductions were made and the September 1995
meeting minutes were approved as published
with one amendment. Paragraph five, sen-
tence two will be revised to read “After consul-
tation with the IKC attorney for this matter,
Bill Baus, it is felt that no current funds
should be allocated at this time.”

Treasurer Keith Dunlap reported a balance of
almost $12,691 minus funds for the National
Cave Management Symposium and minus
funds for the Indiana Cave Symposium. IKC
funds total $5,961,

Bill Baus and Kevin Enright (Protect Our
Woods) took the floor to report on develop-
ments at Mayfields Cave and the Northwest
Industrial Park. Baus reported that of the
$500 that has been earmarked for this project,
approximately $300 has been spent, mostly for
research.

The property contains about 270 acres and
about half of that has a conservation easement.
While visiting the site near Bloomington, Baus
has found and mapped a new cave on the prop-
erty. The cave is 335 feet in length. Baus
wants to discuss the possibility of deeding the
conservation easement to the IKC. He feels
that the owners are being cooperative because
of the good reputation of the IKC.

The design of the industrial park currently
exceeds Monroe County requirements for run-
off control. Water from the site drains into
Mayfields Cave and then into Jacks Defeat
Creek.

Nearby landowners are finding odors in their
water supplies which may be traced to the in-
dustrial park. Many are having their water
tested which will yield some baseline informa-
tion for future use.

Biologist Jerry Lewis recently did a quick bio-
logical survey of Mayfields Cave with Directors
Tom Sollman and Hank Huffman. Huffman
said that there seemed to be less water in the
cave and no beetles compared to the survey
done at the turn of the century.

Also on hand for the meeting was Bob Klawit-
ter of Protect Our Woods. He discussed a plan
for a United Way-type agency for environmen-
tal groups. He invited the IKC to join the ef-
fort as a Partner. The IKC would have to pitch
in $2,000 and 40 hours of volunteer fund rais-
ing work from the membership. The $2,000
would, however, come out of money that the
members raised for the fund. No IKC money
would actually change hands except that the
IKC could receive money if the project was suc-
cessful. Currently, there are eleven Partner
organizations.

The National Cave Management Symposium
was held in October at Spring Mill State Park.
Keith had reported on this event in the recent
IKC Update. The response has been very posi-
tive for the IKC. Forty people attended from
various Indiana state agencies. Many rela-
tionships have been strengthened through the
symposium.

Several changes to the IKC Bylaws were voted
in. Keith Dunlap moved on five changes.
Change #1, concerning proxies, was seconded
by Tom Rea and also modified by Rea via an
amendment to the motion.

ARTICLE IV: Management of the Conservancy
4.3 Executive Board Meetings

4.3.3 Proxies
When a Board Member can not at-
tend a meeting, a proxy can be ap-
pointed by the Board Member to at-
tend the meeting and vote in his/her
absence. In order to appoint a proxy,
the Board Member must notify the
President prior to the meeting or
send a signed letter with the proxy to
the meeting. The proxy must be a
Conservancy member. A Board Mem-
ber or proxy can not represent more
than one vote.

4-3:3 4.3.4 Telephone Votes

Motion passed 10-0.

Change #2 concerned the importance of regular
attendance of Officers and Directors at meet-
ings. This motion was seconded by Jim Adams
and slightly modified by Keith after some dis-
cussion.
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ARTICLE VII: VACANCIES ON OR AND

REMOVAL FROM THE BOARD REPLACE-

MENT OF EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS
Should an Officer or Director fail to satisfac-
torily perform his/her duty, the Board may
declare the position vacant by a two-thirds
favorable vote. Missing more than two
consecutive meetings will be considered
grounds for removal.
Should a vacancy occur on the Board, the
remaining Board members shall appoint a
replacement to fill said vacancy. The person
so appointed shall serve only until the next
Annual Business Meeting.

Motion passed 8-2.

Bylaws change #3 was again seconded by Jim
Adams and addressed who could vote on Bylaws
changes.

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP
3.1 Classes

3.1.1 Individual Membership
Individual members are natural persons
who have paid membership dues. Indi-
vidual members shall have the right to
vote for the Executive Board, vote for
bylaw changes, hold office provided they
meet all requirements as outlined in Arti-
cle IV, be appointed to committees, and
chair committees.

3.1.2 Organizational Membership
Organizational members are organiza-
tions whose principal goals and objectives
are consistent with the goals and objec-
tives of the Conservancy and whose gov-
erning organizations wish to support
the Conservancy and receive the benefits
of membership. Organizational members
shall have election-only voting privileges
consisting of one vote per organization.

ARTICLE IX: AMENDMENTS OF BYLAWS
Amendments to these Bylaws may be pro-
posed by a member of the Executive Board of
Direetors or by petition of the lesser of twen-
ty-five (25) members of the Conservancy or
one-fifth (1/5) of the total membership.
These Bylaws may be amended by a 2/3 fa-
vorable vote after neotifieation to the member-
ship at least 30 days prior to veting that a
Bylaw ehange is being propesed of the indi-
vidual members in attendance of a meet-
ing where proper notification has been
given to the membership as outlined in
section 4.3.1.

Motion passed 7-1-2 after much discussion and
two amendments proposed by Tom Rea and sec-
onded by Bruce DeVore.

Change #4 addressed several issues and was
seconded by Jim Adams.
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ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP
3.2 Membership Acceptance
Upon application of organizational member-
ship and payment of the appropriate annual
dues, the Executive Board shall decide to
accept an application for membership.

ARTICLE IV: MANAGEMENT OF THE CON-
SERVANCY
4.1 Executive Board
4.1.1 Numbers

Each Direetor Executive Board member
shall be a member of the National Speleo-
logical Society, or agree to become one a
member upon being elected.

ARTICLE V: OFFICERS’ RESPONSIBILITIES
5.2 Secretary

5)  Record and distribute the minutes of
the Annual Business Meeting; quarterly
meetings; meetings of the Board all meet-
ings of the Executive Board.

6) Inform Direetors of all Board aetions-

[renumber duties 7 & 8]

ARTICLE VI: ELECTIONS
Elections to the Executive Board shall be by
ballot. The Executive Board shall select a
preliminary slate list of candidates and a
ballot shall be distributed at least thirty (30)
days in advance of the Annual Business Meet-
ing...

This change was approved 10-0.

It was decided that the IKC Constitution and
amended Bylaws will be published in their en-
tirety in the next IKC Update.

Bruce Bowman announced that the IKC re-
ceived the Hoosier Environmental Council’s
Organization Of The Year award for 1995,
Bruce has also been voted in as a Board mem-
ber of HEC. In general the HEC is solvent and
had a very good year.

Jim Adams brought up a brochure circulated by
the Indiana Memorial Union at Indiana Uni-
versity in Bloomington which features an ap-
parent cave-for-pay group leading trips to at
least two caves in Monroe County. There was
discussion concerning the group and possible
problems especially concerning landowner rela-
tions. Bruce Bowman will contact the Indiana
Memorial Union.

An organization has asked for membership in
the IKC. It is unclear if they are seeking Indi-
vidual or Organizational membership. More
information is needed. Jim Adams will contact
them.

A member recently suggested to Jim Adams
that carbide lamps be banned from IKC-man-
aged caves. There was little discussion and no
motion,

Tom Sollman reported on recent dye tracing ef-
forts at Shiloh Cave. Members were reminded



IKC UPDATE No. 40

that a nearby landowner has sunk a pipe into
the cave to drain a sinkhole in his front yard.
Dye was placed in the sinkhole and in the land-
owner’s toilet with his permission. Tom got a
positive reading from the dye in the toilet. The
sample has been sent to the IU Geology De-
partment for further testing.

The annual Wayne’s Cave clean-up with the
Central Indiana Grotto will be held on Sunday,
December 10th. Dave Haun will lead the work
force.

No action has taken place concerning an inven-
tory at Binkley’s Cave.

The TNC and IKC were looking at a possible
purchase of Indian Sinks. However, the proper-
ty was recently sold to a developer. We will
continue to monitor the situation.

Eric Schmidt reported that the Porter’s Cave
property has been sold. Apparently the new
landowner does not want the cave. Eric will
seek further information.

The Indiana Department Of Environmental
Management has received a report that an auto
dealership of SR 37 is leaking a black substance
into Donnehue Cave. The problem has already
been taken care of.

At the September 1KC meeting, the member-
ship was made aware of some landowner prob-
lems at Buddha Cave in Lawrence County. The
owner may feel that cavers are imposing on
their hospitality. They mentioned that they
haven’t been given any photos of their cave.
Bill Tozer has not spoken to the landowner.
Bruce passed along some photos for Bill to de-
liver.

At the recent National Cave Management Sym-
posium, Keith Dunlap was contacted by a land-
owner who is concerned for the safety of child-
ren who play near a pit on their property. They
would like the pit gated. Keith passed the in-
formation on to Dave Black who is near the
property. The IKC will probably help with wha-
tever may need to be done. Perhaps a fence
would be just as effective as a gate.

Larry Mullins provided an update on various
Hoosier National Forest activities. The HNF is
still working on the acquisition of the Wesley
Chapel Gulf and other properties. This effort
may take another six months. At Gory Hole the
materials for the fence have been ordered. Fi-
nally, the Tincher Hollow Special Area Plan is
coming along.

Tom Rea reported absolutely no activity on the
Indiana Department of Natural Resources Cave
Resource Management Plan.

A new Memorandum of Understanding needs to
be executed between Spring Mill State Park and
the IKC. Keith has spoken to Steve Collins,
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who will need to work on the project. Bruce
Bowman reported no other action.

Bruce questioned if we needed to create a com-
mittee to solicit candidates for Officer and Di-
rector positions for the March 1996 election. No
committee was formed. All members should
seriously evaluate the contribution that they
could make by serving in a position with the
IKC and also be on the lookout for other possi-
ble candidates.

The owner of the property next to Salamander
Cave in Monroe County has asked the IKC to
please do everything possible to stop trespass-
ing across his property. Salamander has always
been a closed cave, however many people are
being told that it is “OK” to visit the property
and to violate the No Trespassing signs that
have been posted. There was lots of discussions
about possible solutions. Keith Dunlap has
created a sign and the owner of Bent Arrow has
agreed to display the sign in his shop.

Bruce Bowman displayed two books that are
being auctioned off to the highest bidder. Bruce
will receive bids for Trapped and the proceed-
ings from the Carlsbad, NM National Cave
Management Symposium until December 31,
1995.

Jim Adams suggested that it might be appro-
priate for Tom Sollman to take over as Cave
Patron of Shiloh Cave since he spends a lot of
time there. Tom was not interested.

There will be a Directors’ Meeting on Saturday,
February 3rd at Keith’s at 7:00 PM.

The next Quarterly Members Meeting will be on
March 16th at 10 AM. The site may be the In-
diana World War Memorial in Indianapolis.

Meeting adjourned at 9:47 PM.

Submitted by James Adams, Secretary.
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IKC DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES
Saturday, February 3, 1996
Greenwood, Indiana

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Joshua Abdulla Bruce Bowman
Bruce DeVore Keith Dunlap
Dave Haun Larry Mullins
Tom Rea Eric Schmidt
Bob Sergesketter  Tom Sollman
Bill Tozer

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:

James Adams Larry Bundy
Hank Huffman Betty Watson

The meeting was called to order at 7:09 PM by
IKC President, Bruce Bowman at the home of
Treasurer Keith Dunlap in Greenwood, Indiana.
Secretary James Adams was absent. Member
Kim Kohal was accepted as Proxy. Kim also took
the minutes of the meeting in Jim’s absence.

Treasurer Keith Dunlap reported a balance of
almost $13,000 minus funds for the National
Cave Management Symposium and minus funds
for the Indiana Cave Symposium. IKC funds to-
tal about $5,900. Keith has changed our account
to earn a higher interest rate. He also suggested
that we combine our funds with the Indiana Cave
Survey to take advantage of the investment po-
tential. No motion.

(At this point, Board Member Joshua Abdulla
arrived) Nominations were accepted for candi-
dates for 1996 Officer and Board positions. Bruce
Bowman, James Adams, and Keith Dunlap ac-
cepted nominations for their current positions.
Confirmed Board Member candidates include
Tom Rea, Bob Sergesketter, Bill Tozer and Jan
Pursley.

According to the IKC Bylaws, Officers and Board
Members are required to be members of the Na-
tional Speleological Society (the IKC is a Conser-
vancy of the NSS). One Board Member’s NSS
membership has lapsed. Bruce will speak to the
individual.

There was general discussion concerning the
IKC’s proposed membership in the Environmen-
tal Fund of Indiana. This proposal was first
brought before the membership at the December
Quarterly Meeting. There was discussion both
for and against the IKC’s participation. No mo-
tion.

There was a motion by Keith Dunlap to accept, if
offered, a Conservation Easement on approx-
imately 30 acres of the property containing the
Indian Creek Sinks. Bob Sergesketter and Bruce
DeVore both seconded the motion.

According to Tom Rea, the IKC would not pay
taxes on this property. The IKC will be charged
with enforcement of the easement. The Nature
Conservancy (Alan Purcell) is negotiation this
settlement for the IKC and we must let them
know of our interest. Motion passed, 12-0. (After
the vote, Board Member Joshua Abdulla depart-
ed)

The IKC would like to help with maintenance at
Wesley Chapel Gulf pending transfer of the prop-
erty to the Hoosier National Forest. The area is
overgrown and needs to be cleaned up to help
prevent vandalism. A tentative workday has
been planned for March 17th at 10:00 AM. Bruce
will finalize the details with the current owner.

A quarry has been reported to be going in near
Squire Boone Caverns. Bulldozers have appeared
but there was no further news on the develop-
ment.

Bruce Bowman has written to and received a rep-
ly from the Indiana Memorial Union about our
concerns for landowner relations in the Garrison
Chapel area. IMU advertises guided trips to a
couple of caves in the area for a fee. Bruce has
written a second letter expressing the IKC’s con-
cerns, but has not received a second reply. Bruce
has no further plans to pursue this matter.

Bruce met with the developers of the industrial
park near Mayfields Cave in December. He had
hoped that they would allow dye tracing and
karst inventory, however, they will not permit us
to do this. He was encouraged that they have
addressed many conservation concerns in their
plan.

Earth Day is scheduled for April 20 in Indianapo-
lis. Bruce moved to fund a display for up to
$50.00. Bob Sergesketter seconded the motion.
Motion Passed, 10-1.

There were several issues from the floor: There
has been talk of cavers constructing a privacy
fence at the Bedford Boat Club to be used by
cavers. Bruce DeVore suggested that Northern
Indiana Grotto could help out. Larry Mullins will
contact the Boat Club.

Also, Larry Mullins has set March 30 and 31 for
fence construction at Gory Hole. He needs labor
to help. Chili will be available. Work will start
at 9:00 AM.

Larry has also scheduled four karst field days
this year. He will make the information available
via the internet.

Bruce Bowman indicated that the Nature Con-
servancy in interested in purchasing property
near Cave River Valley.
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Bruce has also received information that it may
be possible for the IKC to take over ownership of
the Orangeville Rise. Everyone seemed to agreed
that we should take it, if offered. Bruce will fol-
low up.

Tom Sollman has not received any further word
on the dye trace sample in Shiloh Cave. It is cur-
rently at IU.
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The next meeting will be on March 16 at the In-
diana War Memorial beginning at 10:00 AM.
Bruce suggested that we not continue meeting at
the World War Memorial in 1997.

Meeting adjourned at 9:04 PM.

Submitted by Kim Kohal
Transcribed by James Adams, IKC Secretary

Continued from page 13...

access. It also goes without saying that a gate
works only as well as the person holding the key.

Kentucky’s Crystal Cave, for instance, was
protected by a cave gate. Two management
problems led to the destruction of this federally
protected cave. The first problem was the
gate’s poor construction which allowed vandals
to dig underneath it. Secondly, the cave was
monitored so infrequently that the vandals had
plenty of time to breach it without being dis-
covered.

Both of these problems are being addressed
at Mammoth Cave National Park. Since the
June discovery of the break-in, the National
Park Service has increased monitoring of the
site and has installed a concrete rebar enforced
footer to discourage future digging underneath
the cave gate.

Restoration

Although it is always preferable to prevent
cave vandalism, restoration efforts can, in
some cases, repair the damage from vandalism.
Ecologist Olson noted that an effort will be
made to repair some of the speleothems in
Crystal Cave. “As for broken helictites, the
technology does exist. It’s a matter of putting
the jigsaw puzzle back with what we've got. It’s
difficult to match pieces that are no longer in-
tact with fractured surfaces. We may be able to
put back together pieces that are Lying on the
trail.”

Olson added, “As for the gypsum, it’s pretty
heavily broken.” Although perhaps not impos-
sible, it is not known what type of success rate
would be achieved because gypsum wall crust
has never been repaired.

Dave Foster acknowledged that restoration
efforts can sometimes repair damage but cau-
tioned that restorationists can do more harm
than good if they are not careful and properly
trained. “While it is theoretically possible to
build new cave formations out of concrete, glue
and wire mesh,” Foster said, “it is nearly im-
possible to restore extremely delicate forma-
tions. Restoration should not be substituted for
doing what should have been done in the first
place, protecting the resource.”

Education -- The Key

The uses of management techniques, cave
gates, modern scientific methodology, high-
tech security measures and legislation to pro-
tect and to restore caves are all part of the cave
conservation story in the 1990’s. Despite these
measures, cave managers and conservationists
agree that more needs to be done to protect
America’s irreplaceable cave resources.

According to Foster, “cave vandalism is a
national crisis. Public impacts and pressures
on caves are increasing. As the impacts in-
crease, the fact remains that the number of
caves is finite and, of all the natural areas on
the planet, caves have perhaps the lowest car-
rying capacity. One individual can easily com-
mit irreparable damage on a single cave visit.”

“We need to make people aware that cave
formations, from the perspective of the human
life span, are nonrenewable. What takes thou-
sands of years to grow can be ruined in sec-
onds. We need to teach the public to think of
caves as sacred places and as natural mu-
seums.”

Foster has committed the resources of the
American Cave Conservation Association to
promoting these concepts. The educational
programs at the newly developed American
Cave and Karst Center are reaching thousands
of visitors and students each year. Unfor-
tunately, the successes are frequently punc-
tuated by the failures, such as the loss of Crys-
tal Cave,

When reflecting on the vandalism of Crystal
Cave, park superintendent Switzer concluded,
“We haven’t addressed the problem of vandal-
ism as well as we should have... It’s a process
of education. We've got to convince people that
what they have at home is something that’s
worth saving at any cost. The cave is part of
our heritage. It’s worth protecting. If we don’t
protect it, it won’t be here tomorrow... (we
have) to convince people that caves have in-
trinsic value, a sense of worth; this will result
in a change of attitude.”

Reprinted with permission from the Spring/
Fall 1995 American Caves, the publishion of
the American Cave Conservation Association,
Horse Cave, Kentucky.
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Central Indiana Grotto PO Box 153 Indianapolis IN 46206 9101 136
Evansville Metro Grotto c/o E Payne 6131 Holly Berry Dr Evansville IN 47715 9108 152
Harrison-Crawford Grotto ¢/o D Black 6917 Dalby Road Georgetown IN 47122 9103 141
Mid-Hoosler Grotto PO Box 632 Franklin IN 46131 8701 075
Northern Indiana Grotto PO Box 10297 Ft Wayne IN 46851 9104 146
stygian Grotto c/o D Huebler 2784 Brandenburg Ln St Louis MO 63129 9602 297
windy City Grotto c/o G Gibula 810 North Center St Naperville IL 60563 (708) 778-6747 9003 052
The Nature Conservancy Attn: J Shuey 1330 West 38th st Indianapolis IN 46208 (317) 923-7547 9508 288
Bluespring Caverns, Inc RR 11, Box 988 Bedford IN 47421 1195 292
T.E.A.M.S., Inc PO Box 211 Huntingburg IN 47541 9602 298
Complimentary
Robert Armstrong Lost River Conservation Association 3101 Washington Blvd Indianapolis IN 46205
Jackie Bellwood cincinnati Museum Of Nat History 1720 Gilbert Avenue Cincinnati OH 45202
Thomas Brent Mitchell Plain Research Center 1516 R Street Bedford IN 47421
Gary Bush CoMC cChairman 2630 Stonegate Drive Jacksonville FL 32223
John Cole OVR Conservation Chair PO Box 555, Univ station Lexington KY 40506
Bob Klawitter Protect our Woods 11663 E 475N Dubois IN 47527
Dr Julian J Lewis 217 W Carter Avenue Clarksville IN 47129
Tim Maloney Hoosier Environmental Council 1002 E Washington Street 1Indianapolis IN 46202
Anmar Mirza BIG liaison 1600 E 3rd Street Bloomington IN 47401
Allen Purcell The Nature Conservancy PO Box 5 Corydon IN 47112
Serena Smith Wayne‘s Patron 405 N Johnson Avenue Bloomington IN 47404
Shawn Vickers Barton Springs/Edward Aquifer 1124A Regal Row Austin TX 78748
Fred Wefer NSS Executive Vice President 4600 Duke Street #1310 Alexandria VA 22304
John Wilson NSS Administrative vice-President 9504 Lakewater Court Richmond VA 23229
Kevin smith NSS Treasurer 6512 W Adler Avenue Littleton Cco 80123
Mark Young Spring Mill state Park PO Box 376 Mitchell IN 47446
US Fish & Wildlife service Attn: David Hudak 620 S Walker street Bloomington IN 47403
US Fish & wildlife Service Attn: Ron Ressnider Fed Bldg, Fort Snelling Twin Cities MN 55111
Hoosier National Forest Attn: Bruce Slover 608 W Commerce Street Brownstown IN 47220
Hoosier National Forest Attn: Larry Mullins 811 Constitution Avenue Bedford IN 47421
Wyandotte Woods SRA RR1 Box 85 Leavenworth IN 47137
American cave Cons Ass’'n c/o Dave Foster PO Box 409 Horse Cave KY 42749
Bat Conservation International PO Box 162603 Austin TX 78716
Bloomington Indiana Grotto PO Box 5283 Bloomington IN 47407
Detroit Urban Grotto c/o Daniel crowl 1025 Crestwood Glade Hancock MI 49930
Dogwood City Grotto Library c/o John Stembel 2457 Drew Valley Road Atlanta GA 30319
Eastern Indiana Grotto c/o Brian Leavell 1627 south M Street Elwood IN 46036
Fort Knox Grotto c/o Steve Gray 263 Forest Trace Radcliff KY 40160
Greater Cincinnati Grotto c¢/o John Wisher 7427 Thompson Cincinnati OH 45239
Louisville Grotto c/o Alex Hicks 4806 Lacarem Drive Louisville KY 40279
Michigan Interlakes Grotto Box 218 Union Lake MI 48387
windy city Grotto c/o Ralph Earlandson 802 south Highland oOak Park IL 60304
Wittenburg U Speleo Society c/o HH Hobbs Wittenburg Univ springfield OH 45501
Michigan Karst Conservancy 2805 Gladstone Avenue Ann Arbor MI 48104
NSS Conservation Chair c/o David Jagnow 1300 Iris #103 Los Alamos NM 87544
NS5 Exchange c/o Ray Hardcastle 701 Hillside Terrace #4  Vista CA 92084
NSS Grant Committee c/o John Tichenor PO Box 8234 Richmond VA 23226
NsSS Library 2813 Cave Avenue Huntsville AL 35810
NSS SpeleoDigest c/o Pat Kambesis 2466 Drew Valley Rd NE Atlanta GA 30319
ohio Valley Caver c/o Jay Kessel 426 N Park Place Yellow Springs OH 45387
The Cave Conservationist c/o Jay Jorden 11201 CR 132 Celina TX 75009

INDIANA KARST CONSERVANCY, PO BOX 2401, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206-2401

I would like to help the IKC protect Indiana’s unique caves and other Karst features. Enclosed is:

for IKC membership dues at $15 per year (dues expire March 31st of each year, please pro-rate @ $1.25/month).
donation to the general IKC fund.

donation restricted to a specific IKC project. Please specify:

I know of an area worthy of protection. Please contact me.

I would like to volunteer to help. Please contact me.

NAME

ADDRESS

Make checks payable to the Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc. and mail to the

IKC Treasurer, c/o Indiana Karst Conservancy, PO Box 2401, Indianapolis,

CITY/STATE/ZIP

PHONE #

IN 46206-2401. The IKC is an IRS recognized 501(c)X3) non-profit organiza-
tion with membership dues and donations fully tax deductible.
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