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The Indiana Karst Conservancy is a non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation

and preservation of caves and karst features in Indiana and other areas of the world. The

Conservancy encourages research and promotes education related to karst and its proper,
environmentally compatible use.

INDIANA KARST CONSERVANCY, Inc.
PO Box 2401, Indianapolis, IN 46206-2401
Affiliated with the National Speleological Society
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
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President Education/Outreach
Bruce Bowman (2002) Kriste Lindberg Bloomington Indiana Grotto

(317) 539-2753
Bowman_Bruce E@Ililly.com

Secretary
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(812) 339-7210
Lindberg@kiva.net

Treasurer
Keith Dunlap (2002)
(317) 882-5420
Keith.Dunlap@juno.com

Directors
James Adams (2002)
(317) 882-3724
JKAdams@aol.com

Bruce Devore (2003)
(219) 639-7249
BRDevore@aol.com

Dave Haun (2003)
(317) 781-1996
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Steve Lockwood (2002)
(812) 849-5766
SDL@kiva.net

Nick Noe (2003)
(317) 782-3442
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Tom Rea (2002)
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Bob Sergesketter (2002)
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Tom Sollman (2003)
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Sollman@juno.com

Bill Tozer (2002)
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Sullivan Property
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QUARTERLY MEETING/COOK-OUT REMINDER

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th, 4:00 PM

CLAYTON, INDIANA
Home of Cissy & Bruce Bowman, 8364 South SR 39

The quarterly meetings are for the elected Board to conduct business and for our members and
other interested persons to have an open forum to talk about cave and karst conservation and
related topics. Past, present, and future IKC projects are discussed to solicit comments and
input from our members and the caving community as a whole. The meetings are informal, and
everyone is encouraged to attend and participate. The IKC Board wants your input.

Preliminary Agenda Items: Brief recaps of last quarter’s activities; Buddha Property/Cave
Management Plan, funding (fund-raising, grants, Indiana Heritage Trust); Bylaw revision pro-
posals; Shaft Pit fence proposal; Sullivan trees and maintenance; HNF kaolinite mine gatings;
Land Acquisition Committee activities, HNF inventorying project; NCKMS sponsorship, Bat
Gate Forum sponsorship, and more....

Following the business meeting (approximately 6 PM) will be the annual pitch-in cookout. The
IKC will provide the grilled burgers, hot dogs, and brats; condiments, and soft drinks. Please
bring a salad or covered-dish to share. Finishing off the evening’s activities will be the highly
competitive dessert contest (10th annual). Bring an entry or enjoy sampling and selecting the
winners. Please bring lawn chairs, and the family, too. Contact Bruce Bowman for further de-
tails.

Meeting directions: See page 21 for map.

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

15 SEP = IKC QUARTERLY MEETING, Clayton (see above)

15 SEP = HNF FIELD WORK DAY, contact Kriste Lindberg

29 SEP = WYANDOTTE CAVE CLEAN-UP, Leavenworth (see page 5)

29 SEP = LOST RIVER TOUR, Orleans (see page 5)

13 OCT = TEACH-THE-TEACHER WORKSHOP, Kentucky (see page 5)

20 OCT = HNF COMMITTEE MEETING/FIELD DAY, contact Kriste Lindberg

15 SEP = HNF FIELD WORK DAY, contact Kriste Lindberg
16-19 OCT = NATIONAL CAVE & KARST MANAGEMENT SYMPOSIUM (see page 10)
03/04 NOV = HNF ABANDONED MINE GATING, Lawrence County (see page 6)

17 NOV = HNF FIELD WORK DAY, contact Kriste Lindberg

For more information on the Indiana Karst Conservancy, visit our web site at http://www.caves.org/conservancy/ikc or write to
our PO box. Membership to the IKC is open to anyone interested in cave and karst conservation. Annual dues are $15. Please
see inside back cover for the membership application form or to make a donation.

The IKC Update, distributed for free, is published quarterly for members and other interested parties. The purpose of this news-
letter is to keep the membership and caving community informed of IKC activities and other news related to cave/karst conserva-
tion. Submission of original or reprinted articles for publication is encouraged.

IKC Update (ISSN 1076-3120) copyright © 2001 by the Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc. Excluding reprinted material and indi-
vidually copyrighted articles and artwork, permission is granted to National Speleological Society affiliated organizations to re-
print material from this publication, with proper credit given to the author/artist and the IKC Update. Articles do not necessarily
represent the opinions of the Indiana Karst Conservancy, the National Speleological Society, or their respective members.
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NEWS BRIEFS...

U As you will see on page 8, the management plan for the Buddha Karst Preserve is in it’s final
stages and the Board is likely to adopt a final version at the September 15th meeting. The
next step will be to identify and select a property manager and a patron for the cave (this
may be two individuals or the same person). The property manager has the responsibility to
enact the prescriptions in the management plan, organize workdays, perform routine main-
tenance such as mowing and litter pickup, and monitor the property. The patron is specifi-
cally focused on protecting the caves and arranging access for those who wish to visit. If
either or both of these positions are of interest to you, please contact Bruce Bowman. It is
anticipated that the Board will make these appointments at the December meeting.

U On September 29th, master interpreters Bob Armstrong and Dee Slater of the Lost River
Conservation Association will be conducting their last Lost River tour for the year. The car-
avan/hiking excursion explores the Lost River from it’s head waters in western Washington
County, through Orange County to its disappearance near Orleans, and on to its rise near
Orangeville. The orientation lecture starts at 7:45 AM on the southeast corner of the square
in Orleans and will depart at 8 AM. Reservations are not required. Tours will go, especially
if it rains. There will be some moderate hiking and sturdy footwear and long pants/sleeves
are strongly recommended. The tour is free, but a small donation is suggested for the op-
tional printed handouts. This is a must-do tour, if you are interested in Indiana karst. For
more information, contact Bob or Dee at (317) 253-6951.

O Would you like to teach others about caves and karst? On October 13th at Mammoth Cave, a
one-day workshop will be held to train and equip you, so you can teach others. This initia-
tive is being co-sponsored the American Cave Conservation Association, the NSS, Project
Underground, and the National Park Service. Several regional workshops will be given with
the goal to recruit 100 volunteer trainers who can then work locally in classrooms. To en-
courage participation, a $50 travel stipend will be provided. For more information, contact
Mike Adams (270-758-2254, Mike_Adams@nps.gov) or Julie Gee (270-786-1466, JulieGee-
@cavern.org)

O Each year at the NSS Convention, a number of awards are given to recognize contributions
made my it’s members. This year a number of IKC members and Indiana cavers were pre-
sented with awards. Designated as NSS Fellows were Dave Haun, John Benton, and Bill
Greenwald. Former Hoosier and current member Scott Fee received a Certificate of Merit for
his dedication to getting the SpeleoDigest series back on track, and Tom Rea was acknowl-
edged with the Arts and Letters award for many years of editing and publishing. The IKC
also received some distinction when three of it’s four 2000 newsletter covers received ribbons
(Honorable Mention for #57 and #58, Merit for #59) in the Graphic Arts salon. Finally the
IKC embroidered hat received a Honorable Mention ribbon in the NSS Emblem salon. =

WYANDOTTE CAVE CLEAN-UP
SEPTEMBER 29

Wyandotte Cave will be having a volunteer cave cleanup day on Saturday, September
29th. Tasks to be accomplished will include removing algae from around light fixtures,
doing some minor trail maintenance, and depending on turnout possibly removing the old
fencing (chicken wire) material from the crater room. All volunteers/groups should con-
tact Todd Webb (812-738-2782) prior to the 29th so the Wyandotte staff can be properly
prepared.

A complimentary tour of the caves will follow.
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U Due to the IKC Update’s production process, we sometimes print the cover page months in
advance (for instance, the September and December covers were both printed in June). This
means the contact information on page 2 can sometimes become out of date by the time the
issue is distributed. Such is the case with Bob Vandeventer’s e-mail address due to his re-
tirement from Thompson Consumer Electronics. His tce.com address is no longer valid, but
you can e-mail him at VandeventerBob@netzero.net. His phone number is still correct.

U Several members (Jim Adams, Bob Armstrong, Keith/Bambi Dunlap, Tom Rea) save their
aluminum cans all year long and those along with “Cans for Karst” collected at Cave Capers
are turned in for money. This year we had 116 Ibs of cans along with another 96 lbs of other
aluminum netting $48.16 for the IKC coffers. If you too would like to save cans for the IKC
just bag them up and occasionally get them to Keith Dunlap and he will do the rest.

U Several collector plates and pennants related to a number of commercial caves have recently
been donated by Bill Schultze to the IKC to benefit the acquisition of the Buddha Karst Pre-
serve. These items need to be liquidated. Collectors should contact Bruce Bowman for more
information; otherwise they will be auctioned on eBay with no reserve. In a separate dona-
tion, Christine Gerace has provided the IKC with a significant number of NSS Bulletins (vol
30 to present) and cave-related National Geographic. Any one interested in making an offer
on these items can contact Keith Dunlap.

U Five new members have joined the IKC in the past quarter. Welcome Tim Priebe (386),
Salisa Rafail (387), Emily Davis (388), Steve Harriss (389), and Mark Kraus (390) . The IKC
membership now stands at 197.

ABANDONED MINE BAT GATE PROJECT
NOVEMBER 3/4

We are doing it again, but this time with a new partner. The Hoosier National Forest and
the IKC have signed a challenge-cost-share agreement to secure four abandoned mine en-
trances in Lawrence County. These mine entrances were part of an extensive kaolinite
mining operation in the early 1900s. Most of the other dozen or so entrances have already
collapsed and the HNF originally proposed to collapse all but one of the remaining entranc-
es. After additional scoping and consultation, it was decided that to retain airflow and bat
habitat, the main entrance would have an angle-iron bat gate (16 foot wide by 6 foot high)
installed, two entrances would have culverts inserted and secured to still allow bat use, and
the final entrance would be secured with wire mesh to allow continued airflow.

The IKC will provide construction materials, skilled volunteer labor, equipment, design
and project management, and handle all of the logistics. The HNF will provide a funding
to the project and assist as needed. This is a win-win situation for both parties, but it is
especially good for the bats and other sub-terranean fauna who are now living in these
mines.

We need about a dozen hard working volunteers to get the steel transported (all down hill)
and the gates constructed. Most of the iron work should be completed on Saturday, but it
is likely we will need some volunteers on Sunday morning too. Lunch will be provided on
Saturday and camping will be available both Friday and Saturday nights.

If you are interested and can help, please contact Keith Dunlap at 317-882-5420 or
Keith.Dunlap@juno.com. The meeting time on November 3rd will be 8:30 AM at the HNF
Bedford office or 9 AM at the work site. Specific directions will be provided to those who
can help.
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PROPOSED IKC BYLAWS CHANGES

by Bruce Bowman

At the March 2001 Annual Business
Meeting, an ad hoc committee was estab-
lished to review the IKC bylaws and propose
needed updates. The committee formulated
a number of changes and these were organ-
ized into seven proposals and presented to
the Executive Board at the June meeting
(note, the Board does not approve bylaws
changes as this is a function of the member-
ship). The complete language of the propo-
sals were communicated to the membership
in July and they will be voted upon by the
members present for approval/rejections at
the September 15th meeting.

A brief explanation of each bylaws propo-
sal follows:

1) A series of changes are proposed to clarify
the original intent of the bylaws and pro-
vide consistent terminology. These pro-
posals are largely a matter of style and
format; but some fairly significant chang-
es can be seen in the description of tie-
breaking in the election of Directors, in
order to make the instructions less am-
biguous.

2) Change Director terms from 2 to 3 years,
and modify the election process to corre-
spond. The purpose of this is to avoid the
potential for a hostile take-over. As the
IKC’s financial assets increase, concerns
have been raised that these assets need
more protection than our current election
process provides. Conceptually, a group
could join the IKC for $15 each, nominate
a number of their own from the floor, and
win a majority of Board positions which
would then have authority to liquidate
the IKC’s asset. With 3-year terms, win-
ning all open positions in any one election
would still not provide a majority.

3) Stipulate that Robert’s Rules of Order
will define the IKC’s default meeting pro-
cess. This ensures orderly meetings, and
indirectly addresses some topics that
were previously unclear (such as a simple
majority being needed to pass a motion).

4) Modify Secretary/Treasurer responsibili-
ties so the same person who processes the
dues also maintains the membership da-
tabase. Under the previous approach, dis-

crepancies sometimes occurred between
the Secretary’s membership roster and
the Treasurer’s dues records. It is likely
that Executive Board will dissolve the
standing Membership Committee if this
change is approved.

5) Add a requirement that the Board will
review and approve the annual election
ballot. This is related to topic #2, because
it is also designed to avoid a hostile take-
over. However, nominations from the
floor will still be allowed at the Annual
Business Meeting.

6) Change the election process so rather
than having the new Executive Board
seated immediately after the election dur-
ing the Annual Business Meeting, they
are not seated until later. Some feel that
newly-elected Board members need some
time to become acquainted with standing
issues and meeting process before having
to serve. This is particularly true of the
Officers, who currently are expected to
fulfill leadership roles for the remainder
of the meeting with little opportunity to
prepare. With less time being spent
bringing new Board members up to speed,
the Annual Business Meeting should be
more efficient.

7) More clearly define a process to fill Board
vacancies. Previously, the Board was
charged with replacing one of their own
without the bylaws providing any gui-
dance on how to do so. The new process
calls for a Board motion/appointment to
select one of the Directors to full any open
Officer positions, while Director vacancies
will remain vacant until the next general
election. This ensures that no one re-
ceives a seat on the Executive Board
without being duly elected by the mem-
bership.

The bylaws govern all of the critical oper-
ations of the IKC. Along with elections, by-
laws changes are the most direct influence
that the membership can have on the opera-
tions of the IKC. Therefore, all members are
strongly encouraged to attend the fall Meet-
ing, make your position known, and vote
for/against the above proposals.
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PROPOSED MANAGEMENT OF BUDDHA KARST PRESERVE

by Bruce Bowman

At the summer quarterly meeting, the
Buddha Management Plan ad hoc committee
was established to draft use policies for
Buddha Karst Preserve. The committee
members are Keith Dunlap, Tom Rea, Bill
Tozer, and Kathy Welling, with Bruce Bow-
man as committee chairman. Over the last
three months, committee members have vis-
ited the site many times; on the premise that
we cannot devise a plan for a property whose
resources we don’t fully understand. We
have also met twice to discuss management
ideology, agree upon interim access until the
plan is completed, to plan led trips for events
such as Cave Capers, and to discuss fund-
raising options. In addition, the committee
named Bill Tozer as acting cave patron, until
such time that the IKC Board appoints a
permanent patron and property manager.

The remainder of this article is intended
to present, in abbreviated form, the draft
management plan for Buddha Karst Pre-
serve. This plan has not yet been approved
by the Board, but will receive much discus-
sion at the fall meeting on September 15.
Members who have strong feelings about the
content of the draft are encouraged to either
attend the meeting or contact a committee
member and make your opinions known.

Resources - The draft plan contains a
lengthy discussion of property resources,
both surface and sub-surface. Of course, the
primary resource is Buddha Cave. The de-
scription of the cave is modified from the text
in the 1992 NSS Convention Guidebook. As
most cavers know, Buddha Cave is well-
decorated, and contains an exposed climb
and a 25-foot drop through a crevice. The
property also contains Chase Cave, with a
fairly large entrance room and two crawl-
ways. Chase Pit Cave is said to have a 15-
foot drop to a small room, but the entrance is
currently blocked by no less than ten rolls of
woven-wire fencing. The property also con-
tains two karst ponds, numerous sinkholes,
and several wet-weather swallets and
springs.

Surface Management - The perimeter
of the property will be fenced. A small park-
ing lot (about 4000 square feet) will be locat-
ed adjacent to the county road at the highest
point on the property, and additional adjoin-
ing area may be kept mowed for overflow
parking. A nature trail will be designed to
skirt the significant karst features, and some

hardening of these trail(s) may be necessary
where the grade is steep. Small interpretive
signs may be erected, along with a kiosk to
recognize those who contributed to the pur-
chase. Discarded fencing rolls will be re-
moved from the Chase Pit entrance and the
area allowed to revert to its natural condi-
tion. Tree planting will likely occur, with
appropriate vegetative management to assist
their growth. Ultimately, the property will
likely be dedicated as a state Nature Pre-
serve.

Surface Access - Access to the property
is solely through the parking area. Permis-
sion to hike on the property is not required.
Off-road vehicles, swimming, hunting, trap-
ping and fishing are prohibited; as are any
surface modifications and collecting of any
item other than mushrooms, berries, and
nuts. The existing vehicle gate will be kept
close, but will not be locked unless the prop-
erty becomes a “party spot.”

Cave Management - The caves on the
property will be maintained in their natural
state, and there are no plans to install gates
or other entrance restrictions. All bolts and
anchors will be removed, and no improve-
ments will be made. Periodic clean-ups may
be necessary. Contemporary signatures and
dates will be removed or obliterated. No
camping will be allowed in the cave(s).

Cave Access - Buddha Cave is known to
flood, and offers special hazards of an ex-
posed climb and a 25-foot vertical drop. The
cave also has a limited carrying capacity,
and cannot tolerate several trips at the same
time. Not being gated, it was also difficult to
define “caving” in the context of walk-in ac-
cess to the property. The following conserva-
tive approaches will be used initially, and
may be revised based on further experience:

® Any entry beyond the cave drip-line is
caving and requires a permit and liabili-
ty release. A new release is required for
every cave trip. A permit provides per-
mission to visit any cave on the property,
not just Buddha Cave.

® Children under the age of 12 must be
accompanied by an adult of the imme-
diate family. Due mainly to safety con-
cerns, no youth groups will be allowed in
the caves.

...continued on page 16 I
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BUDDHA FUND-RAISING STATUS

by Keith Dunlap
As you read in the previous article, the
Bob Decker

Keith Dunlap management plan for the Buddha property
Kriste Lindberg is nearly complete and physical activities
Steve Lockwood such as surface clean-up, resource inventory,
Tom Rea construction and repair of fences, hardening

Tom Sollman . .
Bruce Trotter of the parking lot, and reforestion are well
TR T into the their planning stage. Just as impor-

George Brutche tant is figuring out ways to pay for the prop-
Susan O'Shield & David Anderson J g Y pay prop

Ermie Payne erty Whil_e keeping the organizgtion Viab_le.
Bill Tozer The goal is to form the proper mix of funding
Bob Zatarski mechanisms including membership dona-
00105249 tions, non-member caver and grotto dona-

Aaron Atz
Chris Carpenter tions, auxiliary fund-raisers such as raffles,
Bmg:‘ﬁb?gzgae;me grants, and for this acquisition, tapping into
James Gruntman the Indiana Heritage Trust.
Tego';‘::;gay In the past three months, the IKC has
David Lasser raised almost over $12,400 in donations,
Cg‘:r:y,{/"‘c"ggx;‘:ly mostly from members. In addition to that,
Bon Peters we are utilizing the $3,600 which was in the
Walt Pirie Land Acquisition Fund that members had
Everertt Pulliam . .

Charies & Gloria Rox previously contributed. Thus we have ac-
Robert Roundy crued almost $16,000 from 88 individuals
Gordon Smith . . .

Kevin Strunk & Jeanetie Holland and organizations. However, we are still
_Steve Taylor about $58,000 in debt. If you have not do-

Dick & Sue Vernier :

Tamic Winner nated yet, now would be the perfect time.

Also over the past three months we have
submitted grant application to the IPALCO

Jeff Cody Golden Eagle Grant program (the IKC has
S"sgn':'f;; received two previous grants from this foun-
Sam Frushour dation) and the National Speleological Foun-
T Hepener dation. We should know the result of these
Gary Lester requests by October.
Jerry Lewis Most significant in the Buddha acquisi-
John Marquart . . . . .
Anmar Mirza tion is funding from the Indiana Heritage
Nick Noe Trust. This funding source could potentially
Russell Pusilo . . .
Joshua Rubinstein provide the majority of revenue we need to
Rj'gf' g:l‘fge’ pay off our loans. However, it is not an out-

BT right grant, rather the IKC will be required

| Ackerman

to agree to perpetual management pre-
Ted Bice Larry Reece . : :
o Brown oo Ko scriptions and to dedicate the property as a
Larry & Linda Bundy Russ Romme private nature preserve. While this is con-
Barb Capocy Kirk Sangsland : . _ _
Goorge Cesnik S S s'1ste1.1t with our long-term g.oz%l's, we do re
Mike Dowden Bruce Silvers linquish some landowner flexibility. Compe-
Scott Hammon Aaron Stavens tition for IHT funds will be stiff and it may
Dave Haun Susie Strickland
Dick Hom Don Swart be October before we know whether our re-
Bill & Mary Klimack Kevin Wyatt quest iS successful
Kim & Tom Metzgar Mark Webb L.
Jon Miller Norbert Welch The bottom line is that the next several
SSC‘;“ “;°":(“°“ ::trr:y ‘\’,"Ve'l';"g months will be crucial in determining much
andy Packman y Welling .
Gene Pelter, Jr Gary Whittaker of our funding status. If we are successful
Cj‘a”:S Perkins ;“Ch V\xlhis'e: with our grants and IHT requests, we will be
ay Pittenger cott Worpell . .
Sub-Urban Grot in very good shape. Ifthings don’t go as

Jan P

planned, we will have to investigate other
means of retiring our obligations.
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IKC QUARTERLY MEETING
Saturday, June 9th, 2001
Bloomington, Indiana

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Bruce Bowman
Kriste Lindberg
Keith Dunlap
James Adams (by proxy Bambi Dunlap)
Bruce DeVore
Dave Haun
Steve Lockwood
Nick Noe

Tom Rea

Bob Sergesketter
Tom Sollman
Bill Tozer

Bob Vandeventer
Richard Vernier
Kathy Welling

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
none

The Summer Board Meeting of the Indiana
Karst Conservancy was called to order at 6:15
PM at the Geology Building on the Indiana
University campus, Bloomington, Indiana,
President Bruce Bowman presiding. Bambi
Dunlap was accepted as a proxy for Jim
Adams.

The minutes of the Annual Business Meeting
were approved as published on the IKC web-
site and in the June 2001 IKC Update.
Treasurer K Dunlap reported the following:

Pre-Buddha Karst Preserve Acquisition

Cash $24,238.67 ($3,692.28 in
Land $79,013.16 Land Acq Fund)
Debt $0.00
Total $103,251.83

Including Proposed Buddha Karst Preserve
Cash $21,558.67 ($0.00 in
Land $152,693.16 Land Acq Fund)
Debt ($64,000.00) (unsecured loans)
Total $110,251.83

The IKC currently has 192 members.

Rescue Coordinator, Anmar Mirza, has put
together a rough rescue plan for each cave the
IKC manages and distributed several copies.
Bowman will receive an electronic version in
Microsoft Word to distribute to the rest of the
Board. The format is set up for dispatches.
Mirza will need a complete set of maps for each

cave. Sollman will provide these maps. Mirza
stressed the importance of having the backing
of the IKC when negotiating with rescue or-
ganizations. Mirza also requested permission
to use Sullivan Cave for the NCRC week-long
training in August 2001 if needed. Activities
would be restricted to the entrance passages
and Backbreaker. Rea moved that the NCRC
be allowed to use Sullivan Cave during the
week-long training if needed. Welling
seconded. Motion passed, 14-0-1.

Two time-critical board actions had been
pursued and approved since the Annual Busi-
ness Meeting. In April, K Dunlap moved that
up to $75,000 ($1,800/acre) be allocated for the
acquisition of the proposed Buddha Karst Pre-
serve, which included 42 acres plus the main
cave entrance. Bruce Bowman seconded. Mo-
tion passed, 15-0-0.

During the negotiations, a five-acre section
bordering the property’s south side had been
sold. The seller countered the offer at $2,000
per acre with seller to pay title search, title
insurance, survey, and closing. Selling price
for the 36.84 acres was set at $73,680. The
actual appraised value (appraisal cost covered
by buyer) came in at $82,890 ($2,250/acre).

In May, K Dunlap moved contingent upon our
decision to purchase the property: 1) accept up
to $70,000 loan money in exchange for issuing
Promissory Notes (interest-free, unsecured,
with a maximum one year term); 2) expend all
assets in the acquisition fund; and 3) expend
money out of the general fund necessary to
complete the transaction. Adams seconded.
Motion passed, 14-0-1.

This evening, K Dunlap gave a rundown of the
proposed Buddha Karst Preserve acquisition to
date, including previous motions made (see
above), and stated that the June 2001 IKC
Update will not be mailed until after closing.

B Dunlap gave a synopsis of the IDNR visit to
the Buddha Karst Preserve. The trip consisted
of K Dunlap, B Dunlap, Lindberg, Rea, Tozer,
and IDNR Nature Preserve employees Cliff
Chapman and Hank Huffman. All present
were encouraged that Heritage Trust funds
would be available if the proposed Buddha
Karst Preserve was dedicated as a state-rec-
ognized nature preserve. The preserve would

ISy



IKC UPDATE No. 62

essentially be a conservation easement on the
existing proposed Buddha Karst Preserve.
Under this proposed contract, the IKC would
still own and manage the proposed preserve.
Bowman provided a very rough draft of the
IDNR Nature Preserve master plan to Direc-
tors for comment.

Bowman established an ad hoc committee to
work on the management plan of the proposed
Buddha Karst Preserve, including the IDNR
Nature Preserve master plan. The newly ap-
pointed Buddha Karst Preserve Management
Committee consists of K Dunlap, Rea, Tozer,
Welling and Bowman as ex-officio. They will
discuss such issues as access, an interim man-
agement plan, funding options, and access dur-
ing Cave Capers. A proposal will be returned
to the Board.

Naming of other caves present on the proposed
Buddha Karst Preserve was postponed until
which time a complete survey of the property is
completed.

Welling moved that the proposed Buddha
Karst Preserve be officially named the Buddha
Karst Preserve. Rea seconded. Motion passed,
14-0-1.

Tozer moved to establish a Buddha Karst Pre-
serve Acquisition Fund. Noe seconded. Motion
passed, 14-0-1.

Dunlap moved to transfer funds from the Land
Acquisition Fund to the newly established
Buddha Karst Preserve Land Acquisition
Fund. Tozer seconded. Discussion ensued.
Welling moved to amend so up to the full
amount of the Land Acquisition Fund be trans-
ferred to the newly established Buddha Karst
Preserve Land Acquisition Fund as needed.
Motion failed for lack of second. Discussion
continued, including K Dunlap stating that the
funds would most likely be needed for closing
and if they weren’t, they would be returned to
the Land Acquisition Fund. Original motion
passed, 12-0-3.

Welling moved that the Board proceed with
pursuing all options available for funding the
purchase of the Buddha Karst Preserve, in-
cluding Indiana Heritage Trust, IPALCO, etc.
Rea seconded. Discussion ensued, including
the fact that the proposed IDNR Nature Pre-
serve dedication could devalue the property at
about 80%, reducing our property tax obliga-
tions. Motion passed, 13-0-2.

A draft copy of a proposed Buddha Karst Pre-
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serve fund-raising flyer created by K Dunlap,
Lindberg, and Vandeventer was passed out to
Directors. A few suggestions to enhance it
were made, including using larger pictures.
Lindberg will work on the revision.

Mirza suggested that he would like to donate
Lost Creek Enterprises material for the IKC to
use in fund-raising for the Buddha Karst Pre-
serve. The effort was referred to the Buddha
Karst Preserve Management Plan Committee
for later discussion and decision on how to
proceed with this generous offer. Other fund-
raising efforts were discussed, including the
potential for a personal raffle; the proceeds of
which would be donated to the fund.

Permission was granted by Bowman for a sur-
vey to be done on the other cave(s) on Buddha
Karst Preserve once closing takes place.

Other land acquisition opportunities were dis-
cussed, including those in the Lost River area.

The ad hoc Bylaws Committee has prepared
seven sweeping change proposals for consider-
ation. Bowman provided a color-coded, edited
version of the document. These will be for-
warded to the membership and voting will oc-
cur at the Fall meeting.

Per the minutes from the Annual Business
Meeting, several Board members visited Shaft
Cave in preparation to discuss how to manage
the entrance area. Tozer moved to remove the
existing fence and concrete. Dunlap seconded.
Motion failed, 0-13-2. Tozer moved that the
existing barbed-wire fence be removed from the
entrance area of Shaft Cave. Devore seconded.
Motion passed, 13-1-1. Haun moved that a
lockable lid be placed on Shaft Cave. Motion
failed for lack of a second. Sergesketter moved
that a non-lockable gate be placed on Shaft
Cave. Haun seconded. Motion passed, 6-3-6.
Much discussion followed, including that a
primary basis for a gate (lockable or non-
lockable) be for safety. More information on
the ramifications of these proposals is needed
before any action will take place.

K Dunlap moved that the IKC collaborate with
the Hoosier National Forest to gate several
entrances of the Gardner kaolinite mines in
Lawrence County. Steve Lockwood seconded.
Motion passed, 15-0-0.

K Dunlap discussed the upcoming IDNR Mine
Gating opportunity in Montezuma, Indiana.
Two gates out of the originally proposed three
gates will be all that are needed as one en-
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DIRECTIONS TO THE IKC QUARTERLY MEETING / COOKOUT
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 15th, 4:00 PM

INSET: Belle: Leat
ville
: N
38 (..  AREAMAP s
Deer Creek
Golf Course
800'S 7-Vs Golf
Directions: Take I-70 west of Indianapolis White hous :jurse
to SR 39 (approx 14 miles, 2nd exit west BT attached g;e,,hwse
of I-465). Turn north 1.3 miles to a white 4
house on the west side of the road. The 1.6 mi 875 s
house has an attached greenhouse (the 900 s——
only one on the entire road). A sign will Frontage Rd
be placed on the road so you can’t miss it.

INDIANA KARST CONSERVANCY, PO BOX 2401, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206-2401

I would like to help the IKC protect Indiana’s unique caves and other karst features. Enclosed is:
for IKC membership dues at $15 per year (dues expire March 31st of each year, please pro-rate @ $1.25/month).
donation to the general IKC fund.

donation restricted to a specific IKC project. Please specify:

I know of an area worthy of protection. Please contact me.

I would like to volunteer to help. Please contact me.

NAME Make checks payable to the Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc. and mail to the

ADDRESS IKC Treasurer, c/o Indiana Karst Conservancy, PO Box 2401, Indianapolis,
IN 46206-2401. The IKC is an IRS recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
CITY/STATE/ZIP tion with membership dues and donations fully tax deductible.

PHONE #







