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QUARTERLY MEETING/COOK-OUT REMINDER
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th, 1:00 PM

CLOVERDALE,  INDIANA
Property of Tom Rea, 8677 South State Road 243

The quarterly meetings are for the elected Board to conduct business and for our members and
other interested persons to have an open forum to talk about cave and karst conservation and
related topics.  Past, present, and future IKC projects are discussed to solicit comments and
input from our members and the caving community as a whole.  The meetings are informal, and
everyone is encouraged to attend and participate.  The IKC Board wants your input.

Preliminary Agenda Items:  Brief recaps of last quarter’s activities;  Treasurer’s report;  Robin-
son Ladder Cave Preserve status; Grotto Liaison Agreement status;  HNF biota video update and
funding request;  Education/Outreach report;  Other IKC preserves updates;  Other land acquisi-
tion opportunities;  and more!

Following the business meeting will be the annual pitch-in cookout (starting around 5 PM).  This
year it will be a joint activity with the Central Indiana Grotto.  The IKC/CIG will provide the
grilled burgers, hot dogs, and brats; condiments; and soft drinks.  Please bring a salad or cov-
ered-dish to share.  Finishing off the evening’s activities will be the highly competitive dessert
contest (14th annual).  Bring an entry or enjoy sampling and selecting the winners. Please
bring lawn chairs, and the family, too.  Contact Kathy Welling for further details.  NOTE:
Those not wanting to drive home Saturday night are welcome to stay and camp.

Meeting directions:  From I-70, exit onto SR 243 (exit 37).  Turn north and go approximately 1/4
mile.  Turn into the first driveway (8677) north of the small stream crossing.  Proceed up the dri-
veway to the open field on the right.  The meeting will  be in Tom’s ‘‘kennel’’ building.  See map
on page 17.

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

24 SEP   =   IKC QUARTERLY MEETING/COOK-OUT (see above)

24 SEP   =   LOST RIVER TOUR, Orleans (see page 6)

08 OCT  =   TNC HENDERSON PARK WORKDAY, Salem (see page 6)

19 NOV  =   HNF/IKC COMMITTEE MEETING, contact Steve Lockwood

?? DEC  =   WINTER QUARTERLY MEETING (date and location TBD)

For more information on the Indiana Karst Conservancy, visit our web site at http://www.caves.org/conservancy/ikc or write to
our PO box.  Membership to the IKC is open to anyone interested in cave and karst conservation.  Annual dues are $15.  Please
see inside back cover for the membership application form or to make a much appreciated donation.

The IKC Update, distributed for free, is published quarterly for members and other interested parties.  The purpose of this news-
letter is to keep the membership and caving community informed of IKC activities and other news related to cave/karst conserva-
tion.  Submission of original or reprinted articles for publication is encouraged.

IKC Update (ISSN 1076-3120) copyright © 2005 by the Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc.  Excluding reprinted material and indi-
vidually copyrighted articles and artwork, permission is granted to National Speleological Society affiliated organizations to re-
print material from this publication, with proper credit given to the author/artist and the IKC Update.  Articles do not necessarily
represent the opinions of the Indiana Karst Conservancy, the National Speleological Society, or their respective members.
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT
by Kriste Lindberg

It has been a good summer for karst edu-
cation and outreach!  The following are a few
highlights...

At the beginning of June, The Hoosier
Times newspaper serving primarily the
Bloomington/Bedford and surrounding area,
printed a story, ‘‘Underground Education’’ in
their Sunday, June 5, issue.  It consisted of
an interview with me and featured a number
of ways folks can get involved with learning
about karst and how to best live with it, such
as taking a Project Underground workshop,
encouraging development to incorporate
sound conservation practices, and so on. An
example of a development, Renwick, that has
removed invasive plants from a sinkhole and
replaced them with native plants was il-
lustrated as a good model. Several nice pho-
tos were take at Leonard Springs Nature
Park and an illustration out of the Project
Underground guidebook was used.  Thanks
to H-T reporter, Carol Kugler, and H-T pho-
tographer, Monty Howell, for doing a great
job on this important subject.  If you would
like to see a copy of the article, contact me.

This article was especially timely as it
boosted enrollment in a Project Underground
class that I taught later that month.  Thanks
to Bob Vandeventer and George Cesnik for
help with the class (note: This class was pre-
ceded by a Hoosier Riverwatch class that I
taught along with Angie Smith of Blooming-
ton Parks and Recreation and Cathy Meyer
of Monroe County Parks and Recreation.)

In addition, it was good timing as the City
of Bloomington is working on updating their
ordinances, including karst and others relat-
ed to water quality.  And, Monroe County, in
conjunction with the City, are working on
waste water management systems such as
alternatives to septics, etc.  The Bloomington
Environmental Commission continues to
help with the above and more.

Also in June, the Bloomington Indiana
Grotto did their duty by donating a few
hours time to trail maintenance at Leonard
Springs Nature Park as part of the City of
Bloomington’s Adopt-a-Trail program.

Later in the month, a group of agency
partners, including the Hoosier National
Forest, US Fish & Wildlife Service, and In-

diana Department of Natural Resources met
to discuss the cave biota video ‘‘webumenta-
ry’’ project (see previous issues of the IKC
Update for more detail).  Our Producer
friend, Dave McGowan with Ravenswood
Media in Chicago, is overseeing the project.
I have been acting as his Production Manag-
er in the area as time allows.  The project is
moving right along. He has been filming at
various caves in the area and interviewing
noted scientists and karst specialists.  We
are looking for a few dedicated souls to help
out.  If you are interested, please let me
know.  Special thanks to IKC Director Don
Ingle for helping to get this project started
and the Hoosier National Forest for the ma-
jority of the funding.

July found many of us at the NSS Con-
vention in Huntsville, Alabama.  During
which, I gave a presentation on working with
development, ‘‘Karst Education: Working
with Development’’, attended the annual
Project Underground board meeting, dis-
played an educational poster, ‘‘Indiana Karst
Conservancy’’(see on adjacent page), and
entered the poster and a pen and ink draw-
ing I did of a salamander, ‘‘Cave Capers Sal-
amander’’, in two separate salons at the en-
couragement of others.  I was thrilled to dis-
cover that both the poster and the salaman-
der were awarded blue Merit Award ribbons
(subsequently, Project Underground has
asked me design a poster to be distributed
nationally).

August found us preparing for many good
things to come later in the season/early Fall:
a Project Underground workshop at O’Ban-
non Woods State Park, a Master Naturalist
segment on karst for the Hoosier Heartlands
Resource Conservation and Development
Council, the Growing Communities on Karst
workshop in West Virginia where we’ll likely
attend in order to bring back good informa-
tion on the subject to the area, more work on
the cave biota webumentary, and the pos-
sibility of working with the state to have the
Indiana Bat designated as the official State
Bat.  More on these exciting developments in
the next issue of the IKC Update!

For more information or if you would like
to volunteer to help, please contact me at
lindberg@kiva.net
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Vernier asked about a July 8 deadline that was
mentioned in the discussion.  Benton said that a
form called a Ranking Worksheet must be submit-
ted by July 8.  Mark Bennett will fill it out and we
sign if we agree to it.  Vernier asked if this would
be a binding agreement and Benton said no, it is
just a proposal for now.

After much more discussion it was decided that
Dunlap will check with Dr Whitaker about possible
harm to bats from chemicals that may be used,
Vernier will talk to Allen Pursell about TNC fund-
ing, and Benton will ask Mark Bennett for an opin-
ion on whether any of this will affect our Classified
Forest or Wildlife Habitat status.

Benton said that an officer of the IKC must sign
the application or he would need Power of Attorney
authorizing him to sign.  Benton and Sergesketter
will work out the details of getting Benton Power of
Attorney.

After some discussion, Tozer and others were of the
opinion that we should have Board approval to
make the commitment to this restoration project.
Sue Vernier moved that, based upon receiving posi-
tive responses to our questions regarding possible
impact on bats and their habitat and other ques-
tions we may have, we authorize John Benton to
sign the application enrolling the IKC in the WHIP
program for the Robinson Ladder property.  Ingle
seconded and the motion passed 14-0-0.

The Under-Earth Day and open house event at
Robinson Ladder was a success in spite of the rain.
A good time was had by all.

Stewardship Fund

Dunlap said that we have been trying to set aside
10% of our property value in the Stewardship En-
dowment Fund but we fell behind with the Wayne
property purchase and now with the Robinson
Ladder purchase we are even further behind.  Dun-
lap moved to transfer $2,500 from the General
Fund to the Stewardship Endowment Fund.  Bow-
man seconded.  The motion passed 14-0-0.

Hoosier National Forest Management Plan

Vernier said that the Hoosier National Forest is
proposing a new forest management plan and we
need to decide if we want to comment on the propo-
sal as an organization. Dunlap said that the plan
was published on March 15 and though the original
comment period was 90 days, it has been extended
to June 23 or June 27, depending on which page
you look at on their web site.  He said that we’re
running out of time to comment as an organization
and we may not want to comment as an organiza-
tion.  The plan consists of a 498 page Environmen-
tal Impact Statement, 160 pages of actual plan
proposals, and a 30 page summary.  Vernier said
that there are five alternative plans within the
proposal.  The first is to leave things as they are,
the second is the ‘‘conservation’’ alternative which
would not permit any logging and no management

except maybe some basic species management.
The third option is the ‘‘ATV’’ proposal which
would open a portion of the forest to all terrain
vehicles.  Fourth is a maximum management al-
ternative where up to 80% of the forest might be
open for logging.  The fifth is the ‘‘preferred’’ option
which is very similar to the present situation but
may have some additional logging.  Dunlap again
stated that if we want to comment as an organiza-
tion we need to move quickly.  Sue Vernier sug-
gested that any member with an opinion on this to
express it personally and to let the IKC President
make comments on the plan on the IKC’s behalf as
he sees fit.  There was general agreement all ar-
ound.

Documentary Video

The documentary video project is still  being
pursued through the HNF.  McGowan has been out
doing some filming at a bat maternity roost. Lind-
berg said that McGowan has had a meeting with
some bat experts.  She said that the top of the tree
where the maternity roost was located fell over,
smashing the scaffolding that had been erected to
aid in filming the colony.  They did get some good
bat footage from a bridge, however.

Education and Outreach

Lindberg reported that as a tie in with the video,
there could be renewed interest in designating the
Indiana Bat as the state bat.  There is some sup-
port in the legislature.  It would be nice if this
could happen before the 2007 NSS Convention
which will be held near Marengo.

Project Underground was featured in a recent arti-
cle in the Bloomington Herald-Times.  Lindberg
said that she received a lot of positive feedback.
The article included a color photo and was on the
front page of the second section of the paper.

Lindberg said that she will giving her presentation
on working with developers at the NSS Convention
in Huntsville in July.  She is also in charge of the
educational poster session at the convention.

Bob Vandeventer and George Cesnik have been
helping with presentations at Leonard Springs.

Ingle reported that each year Dave Everton takes a
Brown County Girl Scout troop on a cave trip.
Next week he will be taking them to Coon and Ev-
ersole caves and then present the Karst Education
Program at the scout’s meeting location in the
evening after the trip.

Dunlap moved that the IKC help fund the CIG/IKC
picnic with a donation not to exceed $50.  Ingle sec-
onded.  The motion passed 14-0-0.

President Vernier adjourned the meeting at 9:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Sergesketter, Secretary






