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greatly appreciated; not all landowners care
(his health prevented him from participating
in the cleanup).  It should also be noted that
long ago, he discontinued the practice of al-
lowing trash to be dumped in his sinkholes,
and no longer does so, either.

Click Cave Area Sinkhole Cleanup
Phase I: November 12, 2005

On a February 2005 trip to Click Cave in
Washington County southwest of Salem,
Dave Everton spotted an obnoxious-looking,
trash-filled sinkhole adjoining the one con-
taining the cave entrance.  When later in the
year he was asked by members of the Indi-
ana University Caving Club (IUCC) about
any ideas for a community service type of
project in the fall semester, that particular
sinkhole came immediately to his mind.  He
put Jess Deli in touch with Click Cave owner
Violet Gilstrap,  and Jess learned that
although the sinkhole was not on Violet’s
property, cleaning it out would be appreciat-
ed; that got the ball rolling for the cleanup.
Organization responsibilities for the event
later got transferred to Tymme Laun and
Marianne Batchelder, and although there
was interest expressed by IUCC members
weeks in advance of the project, the planned
workday came around with only three per-
sons actually committing to participation:
Tymme, Marianne, and Dave Everton.

It was a grand November day, with tem-
peratures in the high 60s to low 70s; unsea-
sonably warm for southern Indiana, but gor-
geous indeed, with blue skies dominating
and few clouds present.  All three of the crew
showed up within minutes of each other at
around 10 AM, and with little ado, headed
for the sinkhole with more seed bags donated
by Brian Leavell in hand, as well as some
plastic bags, a shovel, and other related
items.

At first, the group attempted to sort the
trash with the intention of recycling.  Since
there was an abundance of glass pop bottles,
the idea seemed to make sense.  That went
on for a while until it was decidedly a waste
of time and effort.  Interestingly, many of the
bottles had a plastic, foam-type insulation
around the outside, and the majority of them
had been peeled off the outside in little strips
and stuffed in the empty bottles!  Dave imag-
ined the country folk sitting around on Sat-
urday night, playing cards, drinking pop,
and with possibly nothing better to do than
peel off the bottle labels and stuff them in

the empty bottles afterward.  Ah, country life
relaxation in the 70s at its finest.

While the trash had been leaf-covered to
start with, it became obvious pretty quickly
that the bulk of the trash in the sinkhole
was comprised of cans, glass and plastic bot-
tles, and household waste.  Although some
occasional larger items were seen such as an
old refrigerator, a bench seat from an auto-
mobile, and storm doors, the small stuff
would likely prevail, and require consider-
able time and effort.  The trio worked in the
pit for a few hours, then relocated all the
trash bags to the edge of the sinkhole.  After
a few amusing photos were taken which dis-
played some of the finer treasures, it was
time to go caving.

While back at the vehicles preparing to go
underground and having a bite to eat, Vio-
let’s son-in-law Bill came by, accompanied by
his son Ben; they were in the process of do-
ing chores.  They kindly stopped to chat with
the trio, and during the course of the conver-
sation, Bill  mentioned that a hole had
opened up next to a sinkhole on his property
just up the road.  He acted interested in
knowing what was down there, but since he
wasn’t keen on personally checking it out,
the three decided to take a look prior to visit-
ing Click Cave.  What they found was a
pleasant surprise; the hole was indeed entic-
ing, being about 1.5 feet in diameter, per-
haps 8-10 feet deep, and a passage appeared
to exist under a ledge below!  They were
equipped with a rope, but Dave went down
to the bottom of the sinkhole, which turned
out to be a swallowhole that takes flood wa-
ter, and found a horizontal, crawl-in cave
entrance and passage.  He followed it inside,
and soon it intersected the vertical ‘‘shaft’’.
Unfortunately, in just a few more feet, the
passage size got quite smaller, and would
require digging to continue on in.  The cave
length was perhaps 30 feet long, with the
passage width in one place at least 15 feet
wide, although most of that was clay filled.
There didn’t seem to be any obvious air
movement, but the water certainly goes
somewhere.  Tymme and Marianne shortly
joined Dave inside, and after a few photos
including ones of some highly-decorated
moldy feces, they exited.  A short trip into
Clicks Cave was enjoyable, with Tymme and
Marianne helping Dave with some photos,
but soon the time came to leave.  It was an
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passed 13-0-2.

Piggy Pit (Rominger Well) HNF Project

Dunlap reported that the cover is complete and in-
stalled and he stressed that it is not a gate.  Access
to the pit is not blocked.  The IKC netted about
$1,000 on the project that was done for the Hoosier
National Forest.

HNF Grant Request/Documentary Video

Vernier reported that the documentary video project
is proceeding, funded by the HNF in the amount of
$28,350.  In addition, Dave McGowan of Raven-
swood Media has also put in $28,350.  The IKC has
received a grant request for $1,500 from the HNF to
provide additional funding for the video.  The HNF
has also applied to the National Speleological Socie-
ty Conservation Fund for a grant of $1,000.  Vernier
started to read the lengthy grant proposal but after
several minutes Bowman moved to grant the $1,500,
seconded by Haun.  After a very brief discussion the
motion passed, 14-0-1.

The documentary has a working title of Cave Life --
Links In The Web, and it will be a 30 minute video
and available for viewing over the web.  Vernier will
attempt to insure that the IKC gets mentioned in
the credits.  There was a discussion of the recent
trip to Sullivan Cave with McGowan and of the fun
we had carrying all the equipment down to the
South Y.

Land Acquisition Opportunities

Dunlap listed several possibilities, all of which were
way beyond what we can afford right now.  There
was still a long discussion on what is or may become
available and who we could possibly partner with to
acquire more caves.

Indiana State Bat

Lindberg said that it looks like a real possibility
that the Indiana legislature could designate an In-
diana State Bat.  There are a lot of people for it and
it would be a great tie in with the 2007 NSS Con-
vention which will be held near Marengo.  Dunlap
asked if we know how to get it introduced. Noe said
that the Hoosier Environmental Council is also
working on this and that it is already on the HEC
agenda to get a bill introduced.  He said that the
idea is getting much favorable response.  Vernier
said that the IKC needs to get behind this as well
and we should be prepared to promote it and to ex-
press our support when the time comes to do so.

Education and Outreach Report

Lindberg reported that the Project Underground
went well at 0’Bannon State Park in Harrison Coun-
ty.  There were about 25 people in attendance, many
from the local show caves.

Wayne Cave Preserve

Robert Sollman reported that the small gravel will
not be put on the drive until Spring of 2006.  He
plans to weed eat at the property after today’s meet-
ing.  Dunlap said that he has been to the property a
few times and it is in good shape.  Tozer asked if
anyone has a sense of how many trips are going to

Wayne.  Robert said that he didn’t know. Dunlap
said that he thinks that the number of trips has
remained about the same as before we took it over/
maybe a few more.

Sullivan Cave Preserve

Dunlap reported that the management plan revision
is not ready but he has been doing some research on
outhouses.  It seems that Indiana has state specifi-
cations and regulations concerning outhouses; all
contained in a 21 page document published in 1986.
If we were to build an outhouse at Sullivan Cave,
according to the regulations it would have to be a
two-holer.  We would have to submit plans and re-
ceive approval and certification before proceeding
with construction.

Devore said that we’ve been discussing this problem
for a long time and it’s a good thing that people ha-
ven’t been waiting for us to do something.  He
thinks we should just rent a porta-pot or buy one
and have it serviced and be done with it.  Vernier
asked if we go that route, would we have to provide
two of them.  Everyone thought that one was
enough.  Dunlap will check on prices for renting a
porta-pot and also for buying one and having it serv-
iced.  Sollman said that groups that visit the proper-
ty often send unsolicited monetary donations and
that this would be a good use for that money.  Much
more discussion took place until Ingle finally said
that we need to look into getting a porta -pot and lay
this matter to rest unless we find out that it would
be prohibitively expensive.  Dunlap again said that
he’ll get prices.

In other Sullivan business, Vernier asked if we are
still planning to enlarge the parking area.  Dunlap
said that he was planning to do that in the Spring
when we work on the driveway at the Wayne prop-
erty so he only has to transport the tractor to the
area once.

Items from the Floor

Noe said that he has spoken with the Commissioner
of Transportation and within the next ten days they
will be issuing their list of doable projects.  Noe said
that if the list includes an 1-69 route that is any-
thing other than the I-70/US 41 route, the Hoosier
Environmental Council will probably litigate.

Vernier reported that we received an invitation from
TNC to attend the dedication of the Mosquito Creek
Woods Nature Preserve in Harrison County on Oc-
tober 15.  He also said that we need to be aware that
there is a push on in Congress to weaken the En-
dangered Species Act.  We need to monitor this as it
could be detrimental to the Indiana Bat as well as
anything else that has benefited from the Endan-
gered Species Act.

The next meeting will be on December 17 at the
home of Nick and Carita Noe in Indianapolis.  The
meeting will start at 12:00 noon.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:03 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Bob Sergesketter, Secretary






