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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
SATURDAY, MARCH 18th,  10 AM

INDIANAPOLIS,  INDIANA
DECATUR BRANCH - MARION COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

5301 S KENTUCKY AVE    317-275-4330

The Annual Business meeting is for the explicit purpose of Board elections.  Annual reports
from the IKC Cave Patrons and Property Managers are also presented. And as always, the
meeting is for members and other interested persons to have an open forum for talking about
cave and karst conservation and related topics.  Past, present, and future IKC projects are dis-
cussed to solicit comments and input from our members and the caving community as a whole.
The meeting is informal, and everyone is encouraged to attend and participate.  The IKC Board
wants your input.

Preliminary Agenda Items:  Elections; Cave Patrons/Property Managers annual reports;  Brief
recaps of last quarter’s activities;  Upcoming workdays at the Robinson Ladder, Buddha, and
Sullivan properties;  Robinson Ladder Cave Preserve surface restoration;  Indiana Cave Sym-
posium; Sullivan Cave Preserve management plan revisions;  Financial Report and Land Acqui-
sition Fund-raising activities;  HNF inventorying project;  and more....

Following the meeting (approximately 1 PM), we will most likely socialize/de-brief over lunch at
a nearby restaurant.

Meeting directions:  See page 23 (inside back cover) for directions and map.

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
18 MAR  =   IKC ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING, Indianapolis (see above)
25 MAR  =   LOST RIVER TOUR, Orleans (see page 6)
08 APR   =   SULLIVAN PROPERTY WORK DAY, Springville (see page 5)
22 APR   =   TNC SPRING FLING, O’Bannon Woods State Park (see page 6)
22 APR   =   INDIANA CAVE SYMPOSIUM, Milltown (see page 7)
22 APR   =   UNDER-EARTH DAY/ROBINSON LADDER, Milltown (see page 6)
29 APR   =   BUDDHA PRESERVE TREE PLANTING, Buddha (see page 5)
06 MAY  =   TAKE PRIDE IN AMERICA/HNF WORKDAY (see page 5)
?? MAY  =   TREE MAINTENANCE AT BUDDHA PROPERTY (see page 5)
?? MAY  =   TREE MAINTENANCE AT SULLIVAN PROPERTY (see page 5)
03 JUN   =   LOST RIVER TOUR, Orleans (see page 6)
?? JUN   =   WAYNE PROPERTY WORK DAY, Bloomington
?? JUN   =   IKC QUARTERLY MEETING, Bloomington

For more information on the Indiana Karst Conservancy, visit our web site at http://www.caves.org/conservancy/ikc or write to
our PO box.  Membership to the IKC is open to anyone interested in cave and karst conservation.  Annual dues are $15.  Please
see inside back cover for the membership application form or to make a much appreciated donation.

The IKC Update, distributed for free, is published quarterly for members and other interested parties.  The purpose of this news-
letter is to keep the membership and caving community informed of IKC activities and other news related to cave/karst conserva-
tion.  Submission of original or reprinted articles for publication is encouraged.

IKC Update (ISSN 1076-3120) copyright © 2006 by the Indiana Karst Conservancy, Inc.  Excluding reprinted material and indi-
vidually copyrighted articles and artwork, permission is granted to National Speleological Society affiliated organizations to re-
print material from this publication, with proper credit given to the author/artist and the IKC Update.  Articles do not necessarily
represent the opinions of the Indiana Karst Conservancy, the National Speleological Society, or their respective members.
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said that the HEC doesn’t belong but they are look-
ing it over.

Buddha Cave Preserve Projects

Property Manager Cesnik said that he has been to
the property a few times and removed some trees
that had fallen across trails and sprayed some mul-
tiflora rose plants.  He said that we ought to get
some information on display in the kiosk that was
erected on the property some time ago.  He met with
Cliff Chapman at the property to discuss some ideas
about what kind of management we want to do.  He
talked about getting a truck sprayer and going over
the whole property with Roundup.  Once the fescue
is killed, the native plants should move in.  The In-
diana Division of Nature Preserves must review and
approve any plans before we do anything.  We
maybe able to get into the Wildlife Habitat Im-
provement Program (WHIP) to fund some of the
work at the property.

Vernier said that the WHIP is what we’re using at
the Robinson Ladder property and there can
sometimes be a difference in philosophy between dif-
ferent state and federal agencies as to how to best
manage an area.

Dunlap said that we don’t have to do anything at
Buddha if we don’t want to.  It’s up to Cesnik with
approval of Cliff Chapman. Sue Vernier said that
she had a conversation with Chapman in which he
said that if we want to experiment in small areas,
we could.

Basile said that if you are looking at regeneration,
burning is the best bet.  Burning doesn’t kill fescue
but it will knock it back and give the native plants a
chance to move in.  She said if you really want to
wipe out the fescue, you must spray it.  Dunlap said
that we know how to spray but we don’t know how
to burn.  Vernier said that Chapman can get
someone to handle the burning if that’s what we
want.

Basile said that organizations such as Quail Unlim-
ited and The Wild Turkey Federation may partner
with us to do some of this work.  While they are
primarily interested in game management, lots of
species benefit from the work they do.  Tom Rea
questioned if they would be interested if they could-
n’t hunt the property.  Basile said they would be-
cause they are interested in providing habitat as
well as hunting.

Lots of ideas were tossed around but no action as.
taken.  We need to continue thinking about what we
want to do with the Buddha Cave Preserve.

Wayne Cave Preserve

Property Manager Robert Sollman was not present.
Tom Sollman said that he stopped at the preserve
on his way to the meeting.  He cleaned a couple of
trees from the rail and said it looks like there is a
lot of activity at the property.  There was a bus
there from some college with a group apparently in
the cave.  He said that the large rocks on the drive-

way are sinking nicely and should provide a good
base for a layer of smaller gravel to be applied in
early summer.  There is a lot of stump cleanup to be
done as well.  Maybe both projects could be done at
the same time, possibly timed with the June Board
meeting.  Dunlap said that about $1,600 has been
spent so far on property improvements.  $2,500 was
allotted.
Sullivan Cave Property Manager Dunlap, reported
that Management Plan revisions are still dragging
on.

About one hundred trees need to be planted in early
April to replace dead ones.  Sometime in May we
need to spray around the existing trees.  Many of
the trees are doing very well, but there was a lot of
cicada damage to the oaks.

The offending trash producing trailer on the adjoin-
ing property is gone.

We will have some gravel hauled in to widen the
parking area this summer.  Some gravel will also be
spread on the lane.  It has a good base but could use
a little maintenance.  Vernier asked if there had
been any feedback from the student who was doing
the air flow study at the cave.  Dunlap said that he
hasn’t heard from him lately but he’s pretty sure
that he is finished with the study that he was doing
for his class.  Dunlap thinks that he wants to con-
tinue the study on his own.  Sollman asked if we
will get a copy of his study.  Dunlap said he hopes
that we will.  Tozer asked if there wasn’t some kind
of cicada study at Sullivan and what the results
were.  Dunlap said that was actually the Wayne
property and he doesn’t think it was used for the
study.  Vernier said that he would be interested in
the results of the airflow study and if the results or
methods used could be applicable to Robinson Lad-
der Cave.

There were no items from the floor.

The next meeting will be February 11, 2006, at
Kriste Lindberg’s home in Bloomington. The meet-
ing will start at 6 PM [this was later switched to 1
PM].

The annual business meeting will be March 18,
2006, at 10:00 AM at the Greenwood library [this
was later changed to the Decatur Branch of the
Marion County Library].

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM.

Thanks to Nick and Carita for hosting the meeting
and for furnishing the refreshments..

Respectfully submitted,
Bob Sergesketter,
Secretary
















